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r - A comprehensive history of Bengal -has yet to b<* 

'written. And what has already been done is to what 
remains to etc— as the scratching of sparrows’ feet 
to deep ploughing! But it is time a complete history 
of* Bengal should issue from some intellecthal hive in 
Europe or India. Such a work would require (besides 
personal qualifications ih the writer) time, and a good 
“brary, And it can no longer b’e said that materials are 
wanting — that missing links have to he supplied by the 
ingenious imagination of the Writer. We have materials 
* — galore. Only workers are wanted to Utilize them. ~ 
Stewart’s history — of which a reprint was issued by 
us a few years back — is rich in ore. But Stewart' was 
pioneer, and, consequently,* had to labour under diverse 
difficulties. , The searchlight of research has not' ih 
Vain been penetrating, the ^diffi recesses of the distant 
past’ since Stewart’s time ; and -scholars have not.been 
slow to collect, hoard and economize f&cffi and incidents, 
And now a- careful Writer can— ^by" - 'applying to the 
modern methods of analysis and synthesis — write Out an 
accurate account of the transactions in Bengal. More- 
over it is nO longer necessary for the writer to sacrifice 
fruth to trope or accuracy to advocacy.. - 
. Of Bengal under the Mahomedans we have full, 
free, and "fair accounts. And it is one of.the'se that we 
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are now offering to the public. The Sair Mutakherin 
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j jriggpt Roy* the son of>.Kishen Ram, fled^ alone to 
• Jehangeernagar ;at - that time the seat, of govern- 
ment.- ^ v' . ' V .v 

-: . ; Nourullah -Khan^ the -Fou j (far > of jessore, Hugh, 
Burdwari, ,; Midnapur. arid .idije’eiy/ a Murisufadar. of 
three - thousand, 1 and ; who was, a merchant' of large 
.-property, marched from -Jessore -to oppose the rebels, 
But, intimidated by:the; accounts which.he received, 
of •their strength, dated’ not proceed beyond Hoogly ; 
:where shutting himself up in; the-'fort, he applied to 
the Dutch pf Chfnsurah' for succour. '•"-•• 

- • . The rebels . encouraged • by his pusilariimity 
arid excited by his wealth, blockaded the fort and 
reduced' thd besiegdd to such straits that Nourullab 
was glad to- depart with" a. few of his dependants! 
leaving; alb his richesr; behind him. The fort of 
Hoogly falling thus: into the hands of the rebels, the 
inhabitants of that district : were seized with terror 
arid dismay. r-The principal people and merchants, 
with their ' families, toolj refuge in Chinsurnb. 

The Dutch, having embarked some European 
joldiers on two of their ships, anchored close under 
he walls of the fort of "Hoogly ; arid, r.fter battering 

* Compare the story of the . Kshititha ■Papfshitteli • ifan 

where Jagat Roy is said to have tied in female attire and taken 
shelter first in Krisbnaghar— (Ed.) Jalisngirnagar — Dacca, . * 

f Nurnagar ih Jessore is said to have- been founded bf 
Ntir-nllahj. who was ,-i . ‘foster-brother to AurangjjJj, In Wi 
two octogcnerincs ^Ilidyalutlah and RshainatuHah great gr*p.* 
gons of JT-ur-ultah prayed hr a pcmhii to’ .Government 
land’s Jefsore)— (tfd) 
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the walls with their cannon, and killing a considers - 1 
. able number of the rebel?, made themselves masters 
» of s the place. Sowbha Singh, finding himself unable 
to faci'the Dutch fled to Satgong ; from whence he 
retre'ated to Burdwan ; and, giving the command of 
. the army to Raheem Khan, sent him, by the way 
of Nuddea, to Mukhsoodabad. 

' The daughter of the deceased •Kishenram, 
sdmindar of Burdwan, a very beautiful young woman, 
had .been taken prisoner at^ the plundering of that 
place. Sowbha Singh paid his addresses to her \ but 
she received his proposal with horror and contempt. 
Finding all his . solicitations in vain, he resolved 
to use -force, and for that purpose got clandestinely 
.into . her apartment at night. l?por> his* attempting 
to ravish - her, the heroine drew'' from under her 
garment a knife, which she had concealed, in hopes 
of finding -an. opportunity to gratify her revenge. 
With this weapon she ripped up his belly, and then 
' destroyed herself. 

Sowbha Singh was succeeded by his brother 
Himmut Singh, a monster who resembled him in 
’.all his vices, # and continued 'the depredations upon 
; the royal dominions.- __ - 

Raheem Khan- arrogantly assumed the title of 
Shah, and the number ..of his adherents, consisting 
. o? vagabonds . and desprate . .adventurers, increasing 
daily, enabled, him . to extend his conquests, . till 
he had subdued- all the' western - side of- the : river 
Ganges, which is pearly .half of *the Soobah of 
’Bengal, , 
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t suburbs of Muksoodabad dwelt Njam 

Khan, with his nephew Tehhewer Khan, and sor 
others artached to the royal interest. They refusi 
to "join Raheem Khan, upon t which he ordered or 
of his dependents t‘o bring him the head of Niann 
Khan, who .no sooner ..received intelligence of l! 
sentence than he went to the bath, and prepared bin 
self for death. ■ "His nephew Tehhewer Khan, a you l 
eniment for his military prowess, mounted his horsV 
and heading a few troops, at the first attack put th 
enemy to flight with great slaughter. But he wa: 
soon surrounded by’ the whole army, and, together 
with his party, cut to pieces. 

Niamut Khan, on receiving news of the death ol 
his nephew, did not wait to put on armour, but 
taking his sword", mounted his horse in the same 
dress in which he had come from the bath. 

Unsupported, he pushed through the outposts, 
and coming up to Raheem Khan, who was also on 
horseback, made a stroke at his head, but Niamut 
Khan’s sword was broken in two by the resistance of 
the helmet. Not in the least dismayed at, the 
accident, he flung the hilt at his adversary ; and 
seizing him by the waist pulled him from his horse ; 
then jumped upon Iris breast, and drawing out of 
the scabbard Raheem’s own knife, which he wore fn 
his girdle, attempted to cut of! his head, hut foufu! 
it impracticable on account of the gorget. 


Raheem Khan was instantly rescued bv 
people* and Niamut Khan, cohered with vetft 
was carried to the tent of hh acUetwty* 


hi* 

lie 


* 
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Pnnce Azeem us Shan* was nominated Soobahdar of 
Bengal and Bahar ; and immediately began his march 
3$ the head of twelve thousand cavalry. ^ 

Zubberdust Khan lost no tjme, but embarked at 
Jehange<5rnagar on the Nowareh,f with the royal train 
of attillery, and* his choicest troops. 

ll-aheem Ivhan having received early advice of /he 
motions of Zubberdust Khan, encamped a large army, 
on the banks of the Ganges, to dispute his landtag. 
But the wind being strong and favourable, carried 
Zubbeuiust Khan a great way bpyond the encamp- 
ment ; and having landed without opposition, he threw 
up intrcnchments. 

The next- day he Imarchcd out of his intrenchments, 
and Rahecm Khan, was eager to meet him. A brisk 
cannonade commenced on both sides, which brought 
on a close engagement, when Raheem Khan’s troops 
took to highland were pursued by Zubbetdust Khan 
till the approach of night. The action was renewed 
the next morning, and Zubberdust Khan obtained a 
-complete victory. Raheem Khan lied to Mukhsooda* 
bad, and tlte plunder of bis camp afforded considerable 
booty to the enemy. . « 

Zubberdust Khan, in order to recover his men from 
their fatigue, halted three days duties: which time be 
sent orders to all the Zemindars to secure the parses, 
and cut off the enema’s supplies. The won t-tlmWe 
part of the booty, together with . his sick mid 


* 
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wounded men, he transported to jehangeernagar by 

water. 

\ 

Rajytcm Khan retreated to Mukhsoodabad, to 
rally .bis scattered troop?, lie distributed considerable 
largesses amongst them, -and furnished horses, arms," 
and accoutrements to those who had lost* them in the 
late » engagement, By these means in three days, 

* 4 

he had considerably recruited his army. 

The fourth day after the battle near lire inlrcnch- 
ment, Zubberdust Khan commenced his march to 
Mukhsoodabad, being previously joined by all the 
principal Zemindars and Tannahdars.*' 

He pitched his encampment to the eastward of 
the city. The same day Rahecm’ Klytn retreated to 
Burdwan ; and the next morning ^Zubberdust Khan 
set off in pursuit of him. 

At this juncture the Prince Aseem-us-Shan 
arrived at Bahar from the Dekhan. He had come 
last from Delhi, by the way of Oudh and Allahabad, 
attended by his sons Sultan* Kcrrecmeddecn, ' and 
Sultan Ferukhs'ecr. The Zemindars and Aumilsf of 
Bahar were assembled at’ his >summons, and he was 
employed in making* the necessary arrangements with 
them, when he received repeated intelligence of the 
victories gained by Zubberdust Khan, His rapid 
successes excited the jealousy of Azeein-us-Shan, who 
was apprehensive that the Emperor would blame his 

t 

f ' 

M Stationary guards, Tannadars were compianders - of small 
, outlying forts, — (Ed - ) _• 

f Collectors, 'of revenues. 
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inactivity, and transfer the soobahdary from him to 
that nobleman. At all events, he thought it incum- 
bent on him to commence his military operations. + 

x s # 

Accordingly he proceeded, by hasty marches 
from Bahar to Akbernagar,* fiom whence he sent off 
a detachment to Burdwan, totally regardless of th‘e 

attention due -to the important services of Zubberdust 

• • * 

Khan, whom he now considered as his declared rival, 
That gallant commander, disgusted at this ungenerotrs 
treatment, resolved to repair immediately to the 
Dekhan, and lay his grievances before the Emperor; 
who, he assured himself, would afford him ample 
redress. On his march to the Dekhan he passed by the 
Prince's encampment at Akbarnagar, with flying 
colors, and beatin'g the Nekireh which is not allowable 
tor an inferior-}- to ^lo ill the presence of his superior. 

« Neither the Prince, nor his oflicers, had the boldness 
to shew any resentment for this act of defiance and 
contempt. 

Raheem Khan no sooner heart of the departure 
of Zubberdust Khan, than he left the jungles* 
whither he and his party had fled through fear of that 
able commander ; and appearing again ip the provinces 
of Burdwan, Hoogly and Nuddea, marked his way with 
rapine and desolation. 

When Azeem-us-Shan received intelligence that 
Zubberdust Khan had got through the pastes 1 f 

# Commonly eaSte i Rsjtml-U. * 

i Aamli viram a 5 b?ej only tv el ! *K“ 

grant from t5,t Emj tier. 
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Sankareegully and Telliaguriy into Bahar, he thought 
hSnself perfectly secure ; and issued his orders to the 
Zemindars of Bengal, assuring them of his protection, 
and- inviting them to ’unite under, his standard. He 
proceeded by slow marches to Mukhsoodabad, and 
was met on the road by the 'Zemindars and 
Aumils, with their Nuzzers and Peishkush/ whom. 
h t e received with 'great affability, and conferred 
honors upon them suitable to their respective 
ranks. 

Raheem Khan, who at first would give no credit 
to the reports of Azeem-us-Shan’s motions ; when he 
approached with his army, put himself in readiness 
to encounter him, confident of' success from the' 
contempt in which he held -him. The Nazim 
continued slow in his marches, till he arrived close 
to the town of Burdwan, where lie pitched his 
encampment. From thence he wrote to Raheem 

Khan, not only offering a free pardon, but promising 
him a reward, if he would peaceably lay down his 
arms. The rebel, in order to deceive the Nazim, 
^.shewed outward signs of contrition, whilst he was 
secretly making every preparations for continuing 
the war. 

Khojeh Anwer, the elder brother of Khojeh 
Ajsim, was the confidential friend of Azeem-us-Shan, 
a man of abilities, by whose advice he was entirely 
governed. Raheem Khan wrote to Azeem-us«Shan, 
"that if~he would depute this nobleman, to confirm by 

O 


* A tribute to the crown, 
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jyi oath the assurances lately given him, he would 
return with him to the Nazim’s camp." Azeem-us-. 
Shan; deceived - by this proposal, sent Khojeh Antfer 
to him the next morning, with full powers to exclude 
'the treaty. Anwer*' set out with only a few attendants. 
a nd when he. came in front of Raheem's tent, invited 
him to a conference. Some messages passed, to 
settle the -forms of the interview, but at lengtl 
Raheem Rhan threw off the nra'sk, and sallying out 
with a strong party, attacked Khojeh Ameer, who, 
after a brave resistance, was slain. Having by t ns 

of Khojeh Anwer-, nnd mourning an ciepl, an, , drew up 

V, , armv in battle array. 

Roheem Khan, a, ^ 

dad in armour, pciretralc » ]s AMO m- 

Noaim's army, “ m ” s ou ' mc up the elephant 
us-Shan ?■’ A3 soon as the) can ^ 

on which the prince was n mrted. ^ ^ ^ 

lied without ro ’ kl "?“ > Kw h hr 'one 'of the prince's 

— * •«» ."r? 

most faithfu * galloping hii hort>< 

saw what had ] '^ nC ' u d t *<«Thou vile wretch. 

Hm 8 "^ - « * *" 


f .*,n res Stewarts ^ 

f Ay opt P« ‘ n!j •; c ; • t :e>9, 

cln ' w V.yti's letter toitl J™o»5 • 

^(D3A 


«5f*i 


t 


/•** * r'vit. n 

Then ink v- Ribc-m Kh.n v, -* 1 u s**iS iti .'.Ucmpimp/ 
V.U .iv. ay the cTpV.M’- unim, Hmnmccd dtew 
hi? br-v*. An i nh .m :.r ’<>■■ pirtced 1 k'‘ bn !y, not- 
, vtilhsiondmi: hi .armour*, .ui.i .m'Uhrt arrow wound- 
ing lib h.*»j‘r, he fell from hi- i when Hununecd 

jumped n-p 'ns hint, cut c«;< hr head, nod placed it 
nporbn j-pc «f 

H»c death *: ;b; !'.'■» rn Kh n g r> v c the ticton to 
ArettU « ; .ir.d m iron g nned \ C<>n‘idt*tn!dc 

ImotJ . 

From the held of is vale, the prince went P< the 
tomb o! blub Ik-hntn buchs at • Hurdurm,* and after 
paying irn vow*. and nuLim; t flciin?;*-. proceeded m 
tfinmph to the foit. * , » 

'File rebel?, being now without a deader, dispersed, 
and the province of Hurd wan ivu once more restored 
to peace. 

Azeem-us-Shan immediately wrote the Emperor 
an account of his victory ; and took the most effectual 
means to recover the provinces from the decline into 

which they had lately fallen. 

• • 

- JuggtU Ro» v.hp had fled to Jelutngeetnagnr 
upon his father being hilled by on he cm Khan, now 
waited on Azceni-us-Shan, and was invested with the 

% Ibrahim Sucha— (Stewart)— n as originally a water carrier; 

but having associated with the Sooner, he became a celebrated 

author of forms add religious works. After his death he wag 

canonizdd, and his tomb is still resorted to by pilgjims, —(Stewart 

• p. sSoj) Ibis tomb has recently teen repaired by the, Govt, 

Arch, Dept, j the irtecription bears the date of the- poet’s death 

I574, -(Ed,) 

> 
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[Zemindar? of Duidnan. ' The Nazim - restored to 
their lands those who had fled during the disturb- 
ances ; or when any had lost .their lives in \bp royal 
. cause, he confetred their Zimindaries upon . their, 
heirs. 

i * s ¥ 

He made a new settlement of the revenues, and , 

restored all the jageers, aim eh*, and ahumghsi/ that 

had been seized by the rebels. r 

Alumgeer regarded the gallant behaviour of 

H ttmmced Khan by increasing bis munrebj , and 

conferring upon him lev title of ‘Slmmsiiecr Khan 

* 

Behadur,” with the office of Tonjdar of Sjlbct i ^' c> 


Azecm-uS‘Sban t fixed bis residence at Btirdwan, 
where he built a palace ancf a morgue, fn imitation 
of Alumgeer, he V, 'as often piescnt at the disputation', 
of the learned doctors of the law ; and at other times 
amused himself by hearing read the Mumevts 5 and 
boohs of lustoiy. 


But amongst this display of piety, be incitnibJy 
avaricious, and not very scrupulous about the mean" of 
amassing money. 

The collections of yser, which h n’ been remitted 
upon many atticlcr, he non tesnmM, am! e pMMunp 
the pergunnah Bubhabimd.ir m the form rfn tnmrby 

- A grurt of hr,.] f-.r > ;;t. 
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directed lint Mahomedans should pay two and a half 
per ceiit. and the Hindoos and Europeans fire per* 

cens 

Azee^ngunge " • in Iloughly was now established,- 
and named after the NTzim ; who also restoied to a 
flourishing condition, many places that had been desert- 
ed during the uoubles. 

Being very desirous of obtaining thp .empire, he 
paid great court to Derveishes, and other religious 
men, to engage their prayers m his favour ; and 
whenever he heard of an)* remarkable for piety and 
austerity of manners, he hastened to pay them his 
respects, and took particular delight in their company. 
Soofy Bnizeed of Burdwan was at that rime 
particularly famous /or his sanctiti*. To hipi Azeem- 
us-Shan sent his sons Sultan Karreemeddeen, and 
Sultan Ferukhseer, with orders to bring him to court. 
When they arrived at the habitation of the Soofy, he 
arose to meet them, and gave them his benediction. 
Sultan Kurreemeddeen, proud -of his exalted birth, 
paid so little attention to the Soo,fy, as not to descend 
from his horse. But Ferukhseer ran to meet him, 

with every demonstration, of respect and veneration. 

) 

The Soofy took* Ferukhseer by the hand and placing 
him in his Palkee said, “ you are a king ; seat 
'yourself; and 'may the Almighty prove favourable 
‘to your wishes.” The Soofy and Ferukhseer repaired 

to ?he court of Azeem-us-Shan in the Palkee. 

/ 

The Nazim* came out to meet the Soofy - and 

s .. 

’* ^4 lias Shahgunj (Rio;), between Hugli *town and Bans- 
•beria,— (Rio;— >note,) *‘ - ’ • 


. conducted him to his private apartments. Here he 
asked his blessing and entreated him to implore the 
Almighty to bestow upon him the kingdom at/he 
death of the present Emperor. The Soofj Replied. 
“that ay Inch you require, I ‘have already bestowed 
'* upon Ferukhseer ; my prayer, like the arrow which 
‘has left the'' bow cannot be recalled. 1 ' Aaeein-u?- 
. Shan was greatly afflicted at this declaration,* hut 

i (h 

feeling it would be vain to press the Soofy to recall 

his blessing, dismissed him with great honors. 

Shortly after this, Azeem-us-Shan paid his court to 

Abdal Cader ot Rot gong, and implored his blessing. 

* 

Having settled the provinces of Hooghly, HijUlee, 
Midnapoor, and Burdwan,* he made preparation 1 ! for 
his journey to lehahgeefnagur.* For this purpose he 
sent thither for >■ the nawarah or total deer, which 

v * 

had been constructed by order of Shah Shuja. to act 
against the pirates of ChiUtuone; rod, when u 
arrived, embarked and set sad for jdungccrnAgur, 
After his arrival there he was at great pains m 
clearing the country, ( and IcAelhng the ground su am.! 


about the city. 

In Iromcr reigns the. clinnte 
account of the badress of tie 
v, utter, was deemed suirr-ical to 
of Moghul? and other b.rcigners, 


cf Berjsh on 
ri» and cf she 
the cotvobutigr.s 
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0 ‘Peers who laboured under the royal 
were stationed here; e o ihu tbs* irr.dt 
enjoys a perprttul >pnng, vu cm * b:?;.! 
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the mansion of death. The Ministers of State and 
th'e Dewans appropriated the greatest part of these 
’ valuable lands , to tunkhas for the jageers of the 
J Munsebdars, so that .the amount collected in the 

i ' » , 

Khalsah or exchequer was so inconsiderable, as to be 
inadequate to the demands of the Nizamut troops; 

- which deficiency was supplied from the treasury of, 

Dehly, atid by tunkhas on other soobahs, ’ 

» 

The Emperor was highly displeased at many parts 
of Azeem-us -Shan’s conduct. He particularly re- 
probated his monopoly of several articles of trade;* 
and highly censured his compliance with many 
Hindu ceremonies, such as playing at Hooghly, and 
putting on yellow and crimson ’habits during their 
feasts of_Bessunt, or the spring, When by means of 
the royal intelligencers these proceedings of the 
Nazim were made known to the Emperor, he fell into 
' a violent passion, and with his own hand wiote the 
following lines to Azeem-us-Shan ; “ To wear a 

yellow turban, and a crimson robe -at the age of 
forty-six, is making a blessed use of your beard,” 
The ■Emperor, in further declaration of his displeasure, 
struck off five’ hundred horses from Azeem-us-Shan's 
Munseb. 


Mirza Mohammed Hadi, a man of consummate 

abilities, who had been employed by the Emperor in 

the Dekhan in .several offices of' trust, and jvho had 

shewn such a rigid regard for justice as to put his 

* ' 

1 i 
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contain, knowing bow much the Emperor was 
inclined to favoui the Dev, an. who took pm ticulnr 
ca7e to treat the Nazim with the utmost respect, 
plead ifig in excuse for his behaviour, the positive 
orders of the Emperor. 

The prudent management of the. new Dewan, 
soop raised Bengal to the highest degree of prosperity. 
Particularly careful in the choi'ce' of his 
officers, he through, their means obtained such com- 
plete information of rhe act ml capacity of the 
lands, and of the amount of customs and duties, 
that he was soon enabled to transmit the Emperor an 
exact statement thereof, He represcnleq the advantages 
that would -occur to the crown by transferring the 
Jageers of the Munscbders from* this* Soobah to 
Orissa, where the land were of Ibss value, and the 
collections made with greater expense and difficulty, 
The Emperor having approved of this proposal the 
Dewan immediately resumed all the Jageers in 
Bengal, excepting what were properly annexed to 
the Nizamut and the Dewany; and in lieu there 
of gave assignments- upon .Orissa, the cultivation 
of which province had Of late been very much neg- 
lected. The Dewan took the collections entirely into 
his own hands, and by preventing the embezzlements 
of the Zemindars and Jageerdats, annually augment- 
ed the revenue. The whole of his conduct was highly 

approved by the Emperor. 

> - * 

J\zeem us Shan viewed with jealousy the conduct 
of Kartubb -Khrn, but tie dread of the 
Emperor's displeasure made him disguise his -'senti- 
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death," Azeem-us-Shan, confounded by his boldness 
and ‘terrified at the apprehension of the Emperor’s 
r^entment, should he suffer the assassination to be 
perpetrated, thought it most prudent to dissemble; 
and,, after dismissing Abdul Wahid and his troop, 

with threats of punishment for their audacious 

• • 

mutiny, he protested to Kartuleb Khan, that he was 
(entirely ignorant of the matter; and gaye him the’ 
strongest assurances of inviolable friendship. 

The. Dewan immeeiately repaired to the devvan- 
aum* and summoning 'together the public officers, 
ordered that the conduct of the mutineers should be 
entered on the public records; and then, giving 
tankhas upon Zemindars, for the arrears of 
their pay, he struck out their nhmee frwn the rolls 
of the army. 

The Dewan did not fail to send a minute account 
of these proceedings to the Emperor, of -whose appro- 
bation he assured himself. But, apprehensive that the 

Prince might make further attempts against his 

' » * 

life, he resolved to remove from Jehangeernagur. On 

this occasion he held a "consultation with the 
• * 

.Canoongoesf ,and Zemindars; to determine upon the 
most convenient place for the transaction of public 
business. After some days’ deliberation, they fixed 


Dewan-i-Am — the public hall, 

f Qua noon-go.’ An officer of Government whose duty it is 
to see’ that all customs and regulations (about land) are duly 
observed ; and to attest the Zemindar’s accounts’. For a . detailed 
’ account, see Appendix 1.*— (Ed.) 


upon Muklifcodabad, in the pergunnah of Chuna- 
kuolip, as the most central situation to the following 
places.^ On the north and west quarters it has Akbe/v 
msgur, and die passes of Sankreegully and Tclliagury, 
the gates. of Bengal on tin* south and west are 
Blrbhoom, Pacheet, and l-'isheupoor, with the jungles 
and mountains of Jhaikhuud, the entrance from the 
Bekhan and, Hindustan ; — on the south and east die 
Btmhvan and the road to Oaissa, Hooghly , Hijllee^ 
and the ports frequented by die ships of Europeans, 
and other foieign merchants, together with Jessore 
and Bhoosnah ; on the north, and east, Jehangeer- ~ 
nagur, the capital of the Soobnb, with the frontier 
garrisons of Islamabad, Sjlhel, Rangamatty, _Gorah* 
ghaut, Rungpoor .and Coatch Bahar. 

' Kartuleb Khan, without asking permission from 
the Prince, removed to Mukhsoodabad, with the 
zemindary aumleh, the canoongoes, and other Dewany 
officers of the kimlseh. In Koolherriah, v which was 
then a desolate spot, he built a palace, and the khalseli 
cutcherry,y for the transaction of all matters relative 
to the revenues. 

His Majesty ’was at this ‘time in ^the Dekhan ; 
and when he received from the vakiabnaveesf (he 
particular of the mutiny in Bengal, added to 
Kartuleb Khan’s representation of- the Princess conduct 

€ 

* The name Mouza Ruluria still' stands in the' Zemindary 

• ' * 

accounts of Murshedabnd — (Ed.) 
f See Appendix. I. 
t lin'd. - 
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in th*e busines, lie wrote a very angry letter to ihe 
Hter and ordered him to retire to Bahar. 

T >e Prince left his son Furekhseer to act as Naib 
Soobahdar . at Jahangee: nagur,- with the assistance 
of Surbuliend IChan ; and himself, accompanied by 

* 1 

Sultan Kureemeddeen, his women and half his 
troops, marched to Mongheer. Here,' he found in 
decay a magnificent palace of marble and black 
stone, which was built by Shah Shuja, but as the 
expense of putting it in repair would have been 
considerable, and not hoping for any indulgence 
from the Empc'ror, he resolved to fix his residence at 
Patna, on the banks of the Ganges, where he built 
a fort and surrounded with a wall h city, tp which -he 
gave- the name of Azeemabad. x j 

At the end of the year, Kartuleb Khan, designing 
to pay his respects to the Emperor, drew out his 
accounts of the receipts and disbursements of the 
Soobah, with an estimate of contingencies. ' Having 
completed these statements, f he sent them to one 

- of the sudder Canoongoes,* Derpnarain, for his sig- 
nature. This Canoongoe, refused to sign the papers, 
unless the Dowan .could account with him for three 
lacks of'rupees which he demanded as being due to 

- him for his ru'ssoom.'or commission. The Dewan was 
.willing to promise him one lack, to,/ be paid -on his 
return from visiting his Majesty. Derpnarain 
peremptorily .rejected this offer of composition ; 
but jjoynarain, the other sudder Canoongoe, , signed / 
the j accounts without any stipulations ; when the 


* Sadar Qitanmgo See, Appendix I, 
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dewan, regardless of.Derpnarai n Vfobstihate refusal, 
. and . Azeem-us-Shan’s displeasure,-; "set out for tl?.o 
Dekh an, with a considerable -. pe ishkush," He, . hovteyer, 
-presented to. % his. Majesty iif bills of exchange,- 
the amount of. the.' increase of the revenues, and 

■ ' ' - ’ ‘ < i - ' ’ • > < - ' v.* s 

.savings out of the 'jageers. , At the same time he 
/delivered in, fils accounts of the. revenues ; which 
exhibited further proofs of his abilities and integrity. 
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MOORSEED K.ULY MAH. 

* 

** > * 

9 

• ; o: — - 

The Emperor was so highly satisfied with the 
conduct of Kartuleb Khan, that he united in his per- 
son the offices of Dewan, and Soobahdar of Bengal 
and Orissa; and conferred on him the "title 'of Moor- 
shed Kuly Khan, with an augmentation of his, 
munseb. 

When he returned to his soobahdary, he appoint- 
ed Syed Ekram Khan, his Naib Dewan in Bengal 
• and Shujeddeen Mohammed Khan, his son-in-law, his 
Naib* Dewan in Orissa. 

He brought along with him from court Bhooput 
Roy and Keisoo Roy from Allahabad ; the former of 
whom he constituted his own dewanf, and the latter 
his moonshi.l' 7 

When Moorshed Kuly Khan returned to Bengal, 
he called his new city Mnorshedabrd, where he estab- 
lished a mint ;» and on the money coined there 
> 

Naib— Deputy. 

f The officer who keeps the accounts of great men, 
l Secretary, 
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preserved an entire - independence. They^ refused 
ajl obedience to the Court of Dehty, used the 
imperial chetr, and coined money In their own 
names. 

In the Tarikh Assam is *lhe following descrip* 
tion of that country. The inhabitants consist of 

trvo tribes, file one called . Meytch and the other 
•Coatch, to the first of which the royal family belong. 
They have a tradition, that one of their ancient 
Rajahs ascended into heaven by a golden ladder, on 
which account the Rajahs, n is descendants, never 
touch the ground with their feet; dwelling always 
upon a terrace, or platform. All business of the state 
is transacted by the bhooksas or nobility. The Mo- 
hammedan f religion/ was not known in Assam till 
the reign of Hussein Shah, King of Bengal , 1 who 
kept his court at ‘ Lucknowty, now commonly called 
Gohr. The -son of Hussein Shah invaded Assam 
with a large army; but, being blocked up in the 
mountains by the Assamians, they were all td.cn 
prisoners, and condemned to act as slaves in cult! 
rating the lands. The conquerors allowed the van. 
quished the private exercise of their religion, . but 
prohibited them the ceremony of Kz?n/ * 

From the lime of the capture of Hussein's S°n 
and his army, no further attempts were made upon 
that country, till the accession of Awungttbe, 1vh ^ 
Shah Shuja, who had been appointed Soobahdar o. 


« The ctrftnany of calling yvcr!; 
aiaa:e:jcf :bt caarjetj, 
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Bengal. Bahar anJ Orissa, by their father Shah 
Jehan, marched to oppose his brother at the head of a 
■’larjfe army. A battle was fought at Kujhweh,* and 
victory* was inclining to the side of Shah Shuja, 
when it happened 'that Aurungzebe,. with a small- 
party, was at a little distance from th,e main body 
of his troops, and Alyverdy Khan, Shah Shuja’s 
bukhshy,f came to make him prisoner. *But Aurung- 
-Z be, who knew how to turn every accident to his 
advantage, promised Alyverdy to make him his 
\12ier, if he only, would prevail upon Shah Shuja to 
descend from his elephant and get on horseback. 
Alyverdy, tempted by this promise, returned to Shah 
Shuja; and represented to him, that although the 
main body of the enemy’s army was thrown into 
confusion,- yet they coutinued to rockets ; and 

as, while he remained conspicuous upon his elephant, 
by being all aimed at him, one might by accident 
hit him, he entreated him to get on horseback, and 
to allow him to go in pursuit of Aurungzebe, whom 
he would engage" to -make prisoner, in an instant. 
No sooner had Shah Shuja descended from his ele- 
phant, than the perfidious Alyverdy sent^advice there- 
of to Aurungzebe, \vho immediately caused a report 
to be spread that the fortune of the day was changed, 
and Shah Shuja slain. Shah Shuja’s army, not 
seeing their prince upon his elephant, credited the 
report, and terror seizing them all, a general flight 

r 1 

* , 

> 

, ~ Kajwa — near Allahabad ( 30 miles to the west ), 
f Fay Master, 
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Lmpcror. 1 he ill success of I\Iecr Je mlah’s expedi- 
tion effectively prevented any further attempts to 
conquer Assam. * _ <• 

The Berum putter, which is rather, a sea tfian a 
river, the opposite* shore not being visible form the 
banks on this side, runs through Assam. The 
sands of the .Berumpulter abound with gold' dust, 
and the Ra'jaft keep 5 : ten 'thousand men constantly, 
employed in collecting it. The rains in those parti* 
are almost continual. The country is highly culti- 
vated with' different kinds of grain ; and ''abounds 
with apples, quinces, oranges, pears and several sorts 
of wild fruits; with a great variety of flowers. -The 
musk deer is a natjve of Assam. In the forests are 
herds of elephrfnts. Here grows a particular kind of 
grass, which the ^fssamians rub over the bodies of 
their tame_ female elephants, and the scent engaging 
the wild males to follow them, they are soon taken ; 
and easily tamed.* " - 

Adjoining to Assam are the mountains of 
Bhoutuntf where are 6red Tanghen horses , \ which 


* The chief Kheda (or elephant department) of the later 
Nawabs was in the Assam frontier and the Garro hills. The 
Rajao of Susanga helped in these matters. In the Nlzamut 
account book there stood an hem of expenditure'— AvikU- 
'(Ed). - , 

•j- Bhootan. . 

J Jangan— a hardy breed of horses- Shib Sineha was^ then 

tile king of Assam. 
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' are brought to Rungpur for sale. The climate of 
Bhoutunt being 'severely cold, the inhabitants are 
generally clothed in thick woolen dresses. They 
’ have an intercourse with Cashmeer, by a short road 
over the mountains. , 

- * * * § As soon as »the Rajah of Assam received advice 
of the appointment of Moorshed Kuly ' IChan to the 
* joint offices of soobahder and ’ dewan, he sent 
Budellee Bhookun to him as ambassador,* with an 
ivory throne and palkee, pods of musk, and other 
rarilies. His example was followed by the. Rajah 
of Coatch Bahar, who also sent an ambassador with 
a nuzzir and peishkush-f The Rajah of Tipperah 
no longer withheld the customary annual tribute^: 
of an herd of elephants and otheij tokens ^of submis- 
sion., Moorshed Kuly Khan, in return, sent them 
. dresses ;§ and this interchange Vaf presents and 
compliments became an annual custom during the 
whole time of his government. 

Moorshed Kuly Khan continued to make the 
> collections through his aumilp, by displacing the 


* The minister must be serving for more than forty years 
(1663-1704) to be able to’ corns as an envoy -both to Mir- Jumlah 
and Murshed Kuly Khan — (Ed) . 

j Rajah Rupnarayan of Cooch Behar held three | parganahs 
as Zemindar' under the Mughal Raj ; hence ~ the peishkuah 
(tribute). — (Ed), - ' ’ ", 

'% Ratna Manikya, the then reigning king of Tripurah, • had 
become, a feudatory from the time , of Saistah '•■Khan. For 
Tipperah and Cooch Behar Raj, see Appendix— (Ed). 

§ ’Khelats. ^ ; 
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Zemindars, with a few exceptions, where £e found 
them worthy of trust and confidence. He admitted 
of no charges of sebundy* nor for- the maintenance 
of ah army. Two' thousand cavalry and four thou- 
sand infantry were sufficient for ail his purposes. 
Nazir Ahmed, who had been originally a foot soldier! 
was able to enforce payment of all the revenues of 
Bengal. The, regulations and orders of Moorshed 
Kuly Khan'w'ere so absolute, that '"'the most refractory 
trembled in his presence; and his commands were so 
implicitly obeyed, that it was_ sufficient to send a foot 
soldier to sequester a Zemindary,! or punish an 
offender at the greatest distance. 

- He did ndt allow the inferior Zemindars even 
public access ; neii/ier did he permit the Rajahs, or 
any of his own’ ^officers, to be seated in his presence. 
Two days in the /week he administered justice in 
person ; and was so impartial in his decisions, and 
rigid in the execution thereof, that no one dared to 
commit oppression. The wolf and the lamb lived in 
harmony together ; the hawk and the partridge 
dwelt in one nest. His decisions were universally 
famous. 

He prohibited all Zemindars ,and .Hindoos from 


* An allowance for servants employed in collecting the 
revenues. 

f Rather a peon ; 'Cel'll' in the original— (Ed), 
f ‘They had not the heart to sit down in his presence’— 
(Orig, .Ms)— (Ed), , ‘ 
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riding in palkees, and allowed them to make use only 
of straight bamboos for their chowpalehs.* 

The munsebdars always attended liis court com- 

* • 

pletely armed.' In his presence”, no person was 
allowed to salute another. Whoever deviated in 
the; most inconsiderable point from his general 
regulations, waa sure to experience immediately, the 
Meets of his resentment. In the arrangements of 
government he showed favour to no one ; but never 
failed to reward merit wherever he found it. He 
placed not entire confidence in his mutcsuddies,f 
but required a daily account of the receipts, expen- 
ditures and balances which he examined, and then 
signed with his own hand. On the last day of the 
month he exacted from the khav^feh, the jageers, the 
khassneveesee,^: the behleh§ and biyootat,|| the amount 
due, to the uttermost dam.Y Until the monthly instal- 
ments were paid into the royal treasury, he would 
not suffer any body to be at rest. He put strict 


* ' A meaner kind of Palkee (CsHfai) Allowing only 'straight 
bamboos' to Hindus was of course rigid justice in the 
author's opinion. The translator of the Jliaz has ‘Jawnlabs.’ 

-(Ed.) 

f Persons having charge of accounts 
I* \ An office wherein certain duties were collected and 
which also had charge of confiscated property. It has been 
abolished since the company’s accession to the Dewany, 
Nazar ana Xhas Na vishy . — See Appendix. I. — (Ed.) 

The privy pijrse ; of tax collected under that name, 
fl- The offices ; another tax, 

^ The fortieth part of a rupee. 
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mohessils over the nmtesuddies, autnils, canoongoes, 
and their officers, and confining them in the cutcherfy, 
or in the dewan khaneh, of ^Chehelsetoonf' wherfe they 
were refused victuals and drink', and not suffered to 
perform the other necessary calls of nature. Hir- 
carrabsj' were also employed to discover if any of the 
mohjsseels were bribed to allow them even a drop 
of water, and they were sometimes- kept in this 
manner so many days as to be brought to the point 
of death, and reduced to skin and bone. If their 
Servants brought them any sustenance with the 
connivance of dhe Mohisseels, if discovered^ they 
were seized by the -hircarrahs, and ^severely 
punished. cTo t thdse severities were added the 
cruelties of Nazi? Ahmed. He used to suspend the 
Zemindars by the heels, and after rubbing the soles 
of their feet with a hard brick, bastinado 'them with 
a switch. In the winter, he would order them to be 
stripped naked, and then sprinkled with water. And 
he also used to have them flogged, till they 

— t 

consented to pay the money. 

Murshed Kuly Khan employed none but Bengally 
indoos in the collection of the revenues^ because they 


- * A Person placed over another to collect money from' hito 

(^% 1 ) 

f' Literally 'forty pillars’ ; the Nawab’s palace at Mcorsheda- 
bad. Tt wcs rot t the palace but the great hall of audience— 
the Dewankhana of the older Nawabs, Maui Begum’s nitisjid 
marks the site of Chehelsulun~(Ed). 

* i Spies* 
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are moit easily compelled by punishment to discover 
their malpractices; and nothing is to be apprehended 
from their ~pusila>nimity. When he discovered that 
an" Apmil or Zemindar , 0 had dissipated the revenues, 
and’ then, falling in balance, was ' unable to make 
good -the deficiency, he compelled the offender^ his 
wife and children, to turn Mohamedans.* . 

* jOdynarain,f whose" family had long enjoyed 
the Zemindary of Rajeshahy was so distinguished by 
h',s abilities and application to business that Moor- 
shed Kuly Khan entrusted him with the superintend- 
ence of the Khalseh collections ; and placed under 
his orders Gholam Mohammad Jemidar, with two 
hundred horse. The Jemidar having demanded' his 
pay in-a riotous manner, Murshed E-hly -Khan sent 
Mohammad Jan, one of his theelahs,% with 
troops to punish him. A conflict ensued near the 
, Rajbary, in which the Jemidar was killed ; and 
iOdynarain, dreading Murshed Kuly Khan’s 

displeasure, destroyed himself.. The Zemindary 
of Rajeshahy, was then conferred upon Ramjewun 
and Kanoo Khenwar,§ two Zemindars on the 

i 

1 » 

1 

\ 

* Not a single instance of this is to be found in History. 
The Rajahs of 'Samudragarh (Zemindar— pargana Satsaika) 
turned Mahomcdans — but under different circumstances and 
certainlv not in the period in question, — (Ed), 

i f For Rajshahfand Udainarayan, see — Appendix, I. — (Ed), 

J A slave, born in the family, — (Gladwin.) L it.» A discipk. 
Hpre an adherent— a freature.— (Ed). , 

S Kali Kumai, sob of Ilamjcsban, elder brother to 
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east side of the/ Ganges, in consideration of" their 
haying been* more : exact in Lthe. : payment of their 
reht^ than, the other -Zemindars of Bengal: , - - V; - 

The- collections (of the year' were aiways^dmpleted , 
by the end of Oheyte,- and JVloorshed -Kuiy Khan held 
. the Bengal paoneah^^-vcv the beginning of the mouth 
of Bysack. . , He then dispatched to JDehly the 'royal 
revenuesj which amounted to . a crore and- th irty lacks 
of rupees. The', bagsj of. J treasure were put: into two 
hundred carts, and escorted by a guard of 300 cavalry, 
and 500. infantry, with the Darpgahiof the treasury.. 

; The savings --out . of the jageers, and Khassneveesy, he - 
remitted' separately. Along with the treasure, he - 
sent dor ; / heJ^mpdror, a number of elephants, tangeher, 
and goonthf ; hefses, buffaloes, antelopes, hawks, fine 
linens for the 'jEmpeior’s own wear, fabricated at 
Jehangeefnagur, shields made of rhinoceros's hides, 
Sylhet mats, woven of gold and ivory,- musk, and. 
clothes of Assam, . sword, . blades .cajled. bunpassy,| 
and many valuable^ curiosities. " in presents from 
Europeans. - The' Soobahdar, /accompanied . by his; 
officers, went, with the treasure : about two miles, as 

• - Raghunandan the founder, of the Nattorc,. house, . -(Vide~Ap'r 
pendix, I)-— (£d«)^ ••• / .. 

- . Puny %h a — th those days -the Suddar . Punyaha at- Mu';she* . 

■ dabad, . was a ceremony- of great' importance, . the principal 
-Zemindars attended in person or through their Vakils— (Ed). * 

: ; f ' A very . snjall breed of hill horses. . 

"Banphs Kamarparah (in B u rd sva n) " was, " a t /. t h af time the - 
, Sheffield of Bengal, 
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far as Jehpayedeli; and in order to provide against 
accidents, as well as for the information of the’ 
Devins of the presence, he caused an account there* 
of to he entered • in the public intelligence, transmitted 
,to Court by the proper officers. 

It was then the custom, that when. the treasure 
» of Bengal arrived on the borders of Bahar, the 
Soobahdar thereof sent his own escort to .’convey it to 
the, forL of Patna, where the carts were changed; 
and from Bahar it proceeded in like manner through 
the other Soobahs, till it reached Dehly. 

The upright and judicious conduct of Moorshed 
Kuly Khan was so conspicuous, that the Emperor 
was continually bestowing favours upoh him; till 
at length he obtained the titles of\rotamen»*uI-MooIk 
Allaed dowlah, Jaft'er Khan, Nussiei*^}, Nassii jung* 
with a munseb of seven '-thousand zatt and the 
standards of the fishj: and the Merateb,§ and was 

i 

.*• “The faithful servant of the Empire, the glory of the 
State, Jaffcer Khan Nasiri the victorious in war.” Nusserce is 
a particular sect ,of the Scheetees, who affect that Aly was 
divine. — (Gladwin.) , , 

■f An assignment for the support of a personal munseb 
or dignity, independent of what is allowed for the payment 
of his troops. — (Gladwin.) Rather a command, of seven 
thousand — an honorary tile.— (Ed.) 

1 A standard with a golden fish on the top of the 

staff. ? 

^ 'Another standard with a golden ball on.the top, of the 

Staff, 
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'«n roiled amongst the principal fOmiahs , of tlTe Empifer 
-'His intenst with. the Emperor was now so great, 
that, all appointments in Bengal were made solely at 
His recommendation ; and, without his approbation* 
it was impossibly to obtaim*the'. royal • assent ' .to any, 
application. ' If any one happened' to obtain' an 
appointment in Bengal by the' means of any of the' 
principal courtiers, Jaffer Khan 'would' not allow ’him" 
to. act. . . . ... . •• ■ - 

*„ • r * . 5 • * -\. o ’ 

The Munsebdars, . seeing the creadit 'which Jaffer' 
Khan Jiad obtained, were now as eager tabe stationed 
jn Bengal,^ as they had before been anxious to avoid 
it, and. solicited hiS' re'cotdmendaiion, .which always- 
obtained the royal approbation.' ; ; 1 y/-/; 

Seif Khan,* the grandson, of Ameer . Khan*-; who 

» - * ■ - V ' O' t * , h *‘ 

was- related to ^\'ie royal family, at the request of 
Jaffer. Khan was ordered to be stationed with' him. 
.As soon as he arrived in Bengal, .. Jaffer. Khan 
appointed him Foujdar of Purnea, and Governor, of 
the fort of Jilalgurh, on the borders , of iMorung, : 
together with its rich Jageer Mushroot ofjBeernagur, 
commonly called Dehrumpoorah , and ; Gowndwareh 
which- formerly were part of Behar,..'but had been 
lately annexed to Purnea. . Jaffer Khan, offered him 
in marriage t.Nefuseh IChannum, the daughter off 
Shuja. Mohammed Khan, his son'-inffaw ; but Seif 

' ‘ ■ * ; * - ' ’ ~ v r'A-.V — 

‘ \ ■ ' ' * :• t - * , ’ \ • * i • 4" ‘ . * , * j S' 

~ * In the'- Seir-nUMvt&qtierin, Seif ICban iB'"jnentipreh as-;' 
he son , of Umdutah Mulk Amir Khan, ;Sjjbidsr of t .Kabul,.. 
Vo! i x.— p. 574)*— ( E d-) 
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Khan excused himself from accepting the honour 
intended him ; which refusal, however, made no alter- 
ation in the behaviour of Jaffer Khan, who on 
account of his hi’gh descent, shewed him every kind 
of favour and respect, 'and remitted all increase in- 
the revenues of Purnea, in order that he might have 
the credit of giving him a provision suitable to his birth 
and pretensions. • - 

’ Seif Khan being appointed Governor of that 
province, with the most absolute powers, expelled 
_ from the Zemindary of Beernagur the son of Beer 
Sawh who had rebelled and opposed him in arms in 
several actions. ' He followed the example of 
Jaffer Khan, and imprisoning the Zemindars 
collected annually, from Purnea, eijgfiteen lacks of 
rupees, the whole of which was at ms disposal. He 
afterwards extended the boundaries, -and considerably 
increased the revenues. The Zemindar of Morung, 
s intimidated by his power, gave no molestation, which 
enabled him to clear away the jungles, and bring 
into cultivation large tracts of land at the foot of the 
mountains. Jaffer Khan was fully apprized of those 
augmentations of the collections, and allowed Seif 
Khan to enjoy them ; whilst he, in return, always 
shewed great respect to the Soobahdar. Every year 
he paid a visit to Jaffer Khan, at Moorshedabad, 
with, whom he lived upon terms of brotherly affec- 
tions. 

Sei£ Khan paid his troops half - in specie, and 
half in old goods .and .furniture. He &iso used to 
Bestow upon his ’companions and imiftates, women 
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from his harem; on , which account jaffer Khan 
tfsed to call him Zun Btikhsh or the /‘bestower of 
women/’ and in private would laugh and ridicule 
him. 

< 

. ' Purnea is watered by th6 rivers Cowsee • and 
Sownfa. Some parts are very low, and large tracts 
of cultivated soil are frequently washed a way by the 
cataracts from the mountains, during \the periodical 
rains. The productions’ of this province are rice, 
wheat, mash, mustard seed and other grain, in 
abundance, -turmeric, black pepper, large cardamom, 
salt-petre, ghee, and teizpaut, which is an aromatic 
lejaf of a large tree. The fruits are, few being only 
the mangoe, the kuthel,* the pineapple, the lime and 
the plantaip. - , ( 

The mountaif>\ of Morung are six days’ joVney 
north of Purnea. x Their forests produce the timber 
called Bahaderee f so useful in building. There is a 
road over these ) mountains from Cashmeer to Nicpal 
but craggy, and in some parts very steep. 

Half of the present 'p rovinCe of Purnea consists 

of annexations from Behar. The fort of Jilalgurh 

was built to owe the Morungians into obedience. 

* < 

Seif Khan had always a store of grain sufficient 
for a year's consumption, no part of which was suffered 
to be exported. . 

The water of Purnea is very unwholesome, frbm 


* By Europeans called jack, 
f Shai Food, 
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whence many. of the inhabitants are afflicted with . wens 
in th 4 ir necks, ' - ‘ • * 

- , In Purnea, there are not any buildings- of brick 
and . atone, excepting the fort and the palace called 

Loll Baugh. , ■* , . 

« - 

Cundahgolah, on the banks of the Ganges, is. a 
place of- great trade ; and on account of the cheap- 
ness of provisions, well inhabited by. people of all 
rations; ■ . 

The country in general is fertile, and Well planted 
with trees': Sireeneah is more fruitful than Purnea. 
The . sicca rupee, and Moradj* of Azeemabad, are 
the coins most current in this province. 

The Raja of Morung used formerly to make 
frequent predatory incursions into Purnea ; but from 
the dread of the imperial arms, he wijw resided, in the 
mountains. At first there were disputes concerning 
the newly cultivated lands on the boundary, but 
. Jaffer Khan sent reinforcements to Seif Khan, when 
the ' Rajah fled to the "mountains ; .after which the 
troops . returned. -His , tribute consists of hawks. 
From Cundahgolah to Morung which , is ten days’ 
journey,. the country of Purneah 'is a fine open, plain. 
The Morung mountains have a communication- with 
T.Coatch Behar and Asham. / /'. , 

: Jaffer Khan did not . forget Darpanarain’s bb-' 

. siinacy in - having formerly, refused . to authenticate 
his accounts ; but ; the Sudder. Canoongoe -being, an. 

. ' ' ' ■ ■ ' ' ' . - - - • ' > 

9 A copper coin about 60 to b rupee, 
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under pretence or scrutinising: his accounts kept him 
in cfose confinement and is accused of having- there 
served him to death. On the demise of Darpanarain, 
ten sixteenths of the Canoongouey* were given to his 
son Shewnarainf and* to Joynarain, the man who 
fiad signed Jaffer Khan’s accounts, were left only 
six tenths^ of that office. 

* Zya eddin Khan, Foujdar of Hoogbljv because he 
had obtained his office from Alumgeer,' considered 
himself totally independent of Jaffer Khan’s author- 
ity, and paid no regards to his orders. But upon 
Jaffer Khan’s representing to Alumgeer the in- 
convenience of divided authorities, he annexed the 
Foujdary of Hooghly to the Nizamut. Jaffer Khan 
immediately dismissed Zja eddin fram the Foujdary 
and* appointed Wullee Beg to succeed him. When 
Wullee Beg arrived at Hooghly, the degraded Foujdar 
came quietly out of the fort, with intention of 
repairing to the Emperor. But Wullee Beg having 
summoned Kinkar Sain the late Peishkar to render 
his accounts Zja eddin could not allow him to be 
carried away, ■" and prepared to,, defend him. Upon 
this Wullee Beg blocked up the road to prevent 
the march • of * Zya eddin, who being secretly 


* * For Qanatigo and the division of bis office &c v see Ap- 
pendix, I — (Ed.) 

'f. This new division of the office most have been made with 
the approbation of Alumgeer. (Gladwin.) 

1 A misprint fof si's sixteenth (6 anna'.)— (Ed ) 
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assisted by the French and Dutch intrenched himself 
on the plain of Chandcrnagur. Wullee Beg advanced 
v,'Uh his army to the tank of Daybee Doss about a 
mile and a half in front of the inlrenchment, <Here 
he also threw up woi ks ; and wrote to Jaffer Khan .for 
Succour. In the interim slight skirmishes ensued, 
till Mulla Rustum Turanny the naib of Zya eddin, 
and Kinkar Sain, his Peishkar, having obtained arms, 
and ammunition from the French and Dutch, marched 
out into the plain and challenged Wullee Beg to come 
to an action ; but he prudently kept within his- 
intrenchment, waiting the arrival of the supplies 
expected from JafFer-Khan. Shortly after there arrived 
from Jaffer Khan a reinforcement of cavalry and 
infantry, commanded by Dirlptrl Sing/ who brought 
with him a threatening Per wan ah 'to (he Europeans 
for presuming to 'protect a rebel. Zya eddin never- 
theless by the advice of his European friends, sought 
to take Dulput Sing by surprise ; and under pretence 
of negotiating a treaty, sent a messenger with a letter 
couched in terms of friendship. In order to render 
the messenger more conspicuous, they twisted round 
his head a red shawl. The messenger conformably 
to his instructions, engaged Dulput „ Singh in conver- 
sation on the top of the intrenchment, when an 
European gunner took aim with a cannonf and shot 
him dead upon the spot. Zya eddin handsomely 


V Dal'P Sipgh. in the Ttia:-ns-Salatepn.—{ Ed.) 

* < 

-j. ‘ i n the MS. the gun is styled 'LumsuV— <Ed.) - 
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rewarded the gunner whose shill gained him tl-c 
^victory; for Dulput’s men being left v.ithoui it 
leader, quitted ( their intrenchment, and fled with 
Wullee Beg to the fort of Hooghly. Zya ed.iin 
took this opportunity to march* to Delhy, wiieie 
he died a few days alter his arrival.'* After his 
death, Kinker Sain returned Iron) IJeli.y to 

- Moorshedabadj and, without betraying* any signs 
6f fear waited upon Jaffer Khatvf who npj>aruiniy 
forgave him, but bore him a grudge in his heart. He 
appointed him Ahdahdarj of the Chuckla ot Hooghly, 
and at the end of the year, when he came to Moot- 

- shedabad, confined him on pretence of tntihutj tlion. 
He ordered him to be fed with nothing but buitaloe., 
milk and salt, which occasioning a 'disorder in the 
bowels, he died soon after hisreturn^o Hooghly. 


. ,r For Zya uddift (Zoody Khan) and his frieu j'.liip with 
the English, See C. R. Wilson’s Early Annalit — ( Ed. ) 

j In the original MS. there is a story about Kink: : Son's 
waiting on the Nawab (copied in the Bin: ), to i he cfi'cc: thu 
Kinkar saluted with the left hand with the expre : rigid; e mcc 
that to salute Murshed* Kuli with the hand that he had saluted 
the Emperor with, would be profane. Thereupon Murshed Kull 
Khan is said to have retorted by saying "Kinkar is under the 
shoe.” The anonymous author would like to see Murshed 
Iihan follow in the "footsteps of his own hero, the Great ,Mogal 
Aurangazeb, who although a very seTious strict man of work, 
woulji often indulge in pinning. ( of, bis letter to Azim-us-Shan 
ante. )— (Ed.) 

1 An officer.of tfie revenues who makes himself responsible for 
the collections, .“(G) The Eias has got Ghakladar„— (Ed.) 
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, Upon (lie death of Syed Ekeram Khan, the l^aib 
Dewan of Bengal, Jailer Khan appointed to the office 
Syed Rezee Khan, the husband of Neseeseh Khanum, 
his grand daughter by Shuja Khan. This Syed llezee 
was remarkable for' his pride and cruelty, and oxen- 
cised several new. species of severity on the Zemindars 
and Aumiis whp fell in arrears. . „ 

He ordered' a pit to be dug, about the height of a ' 
man, which was filled with humah excrement in such 
a state of putrefaction as to be full of worms and the 
stench was offensive, that it almost suffocated whom- 
ever came near . it : and because, in .the Hindoovee, 
language, * Bciknon i* signifies' Paradise, Syed Rezee 
Khan, in contempt of f < the'- Hindoos, called this infer- 
nal pit by thaf name. "The Zemindars or Aumiis y/ho 
failed in their payments, after undergoing the severi- 
ties before described, were ducked in this pit. He 
also used to oblige them to wear leather long drawers, 
.filled with live cats. 'He- would force them tq 
drink buffaloes milk mixed with salt, till he brought 
them to death's door by a diarrhoea. By these means 
he used to collect .the revenues to the uttermost dam. 

J after Khan, at the end of the year, «. after setting 

apart the royal revenues, which' were fixed at a crore 

and thirty lacks, used .to b&ry the surplus collections, 
and the profits which he derived-from the fageers. 

Taffer Khan being sensible that the prosperity of 
Bengal. 'and the increase of the revenues depended 


For “Bsikvnt W See Appendix, I 
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upon its advantageous commeur, put in o-o 
on by The ship* from Europe. ’-hewed p-v.t imU-.teem - 
to njcrchants of every dcr-criptam. but v.o. how *•.*•?. 


rather partial to the Moghuls. He wav {.-Moused 
.throwing power oi the Eurcfpcu? i: Ret;*,-.!,, and pmiuveiy 
prohibited them from fortifying the it !,n.tf>tje;- wish hu-m-m 
or ditches. 

The encouragement which goon ;o,tf.vh* by 
Jaffer Khan, who directed that nothing but the Chttiblbhvd 
rate of duties should he exacted, soon made the p<ct 
of Hooghly a place of great importance. Many wealthy 
merchants, who resided there, h.-.d ships of their own. 
on which they traded to Arabia. Persia, and other 
countries. 

The English factory at Hooghly&whieh wty: situated 
close ’V> Ghowlghaut and Moghulpoorch, Mink at onto 
into (he river, in the middle of the day. vflnl.sl the Knglbh 
were at dinner. A few lives wore lost, and the re.-! 
•' escaped with difficulty ; but their merchandise, and 
troperty of every description, totally perished. Mr. 
dharnock, their chief, looked out for a proper spot for ; 
new factory’, and pitched upon the garden of Bannara.-sy 
(he English Company's Gomashtah,* situated at Gnwul 
ghaut, close to the river. He bought the ground, and 
without asking permission from the government, bugai 
to build a new factory, which he surrounded with 
ditch, and fortified with bastions. When the factor 
was, nearly finished, and the surrounding wall entire! 
completed, the Moghuls and native merchants who live- 
in the neighbourhood of Moghulpoorch, complained t 
the foujdar, Meer Nassir, that they were overlooke 


A factor. 
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from the terraces of the houses in the new factory, 
' some of which were two stories high. The foujdar did 
not choose to interfere immediately in the disputes be- 
tween the native and European merchants, without ex- 
press orders from Jailer Khan, and therefore wrote to 
him on the subject : the moghul also repaired to* 
Moorshcdabad, where they made heavy complaints of 
the encroachments of the English, which operated ( so far' 
with Jaffer Khan, that he sent a perwannah to the foujdar, 
wherein he was positively ordered to prohibit any further 
progress in the construction of the new factory. The 
foujdar communicated to the English the purport of the 
Nawab’s * order. The workmen immediately refused to 
go on with the building, and deserted ; and thus the 
factory was left half finished. Mr. Charnock having at 
this time' but' a small, number of troops, and only one 
ship, was not inv cond ition to maintian his ground by 
resistance. He, therefore, contended himself with setting 
fire to all the houses on the side of the river; and 
embarking his men on board the ship, weighed anchor 
to go to sea. The foujdar sent orders to the tannahdarf ; 
at Mukhwah to seize the ship. The ■ tannahdar 
accordingly ran across the river a strong iron chain, 
which had been provided sometime before to impede the 
incursions of the pirates of Arkung, * and the Mughs4 
who were used to infest the river. The ship was stopped 
.for sometime, but at last Mr. Charnock contrived to 

* Corruptly written nabob. < 

f A commander of a rniill fort, or of a body of stationary 

guards, , 

-j- a savage race of people, who inhabit t}ie country bordering 

upon .Tipperah. 
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break the chain, and set sail for the coast of Coromandel, 

There happened at that time to be a great scarcity of 
grain in Alumgeer’s camp in the Decan; and -the 
English .settlements in the Carnatic having been very 
.active -in sending supplies by their ships, Mr. Charnock 
met with such a favourable reception from the Emperor, 
t that he obtained a firmaun, confirming .the English Com - 
pany In all the privileges which they had before enjoyed, 
and permitting them to erect a new factory in Bengal ; 
and in lieu of the duty of two and a half per cent, 
collected at the port of Hooghly from 'the ships of the 
English Company, the Emperor accepted of an annual 
peishkush of three thousand rupees. When Mr. Charnock 
Teturned to Bengal with the imperial firmaun,* he sent 
vakeels with valuable presents to Jfcffar Khan, who, in 
compliance with the Emperor’s edict, gave the English 
permission to erect a factory at Calcutta/^ 

* A regal mandate, or edict, 

f The monument of Job Charnock it in the Calcutta 
Church*yard, Rnd hat the following inscription ; 

, D. O. M. ’ 

Jehus Charntch, Armigr 
• Anglus, el Hup' in hoc 
Regno Btngaltnsi, 

Dignissim’ Angtorn 
Agent. 

Morialiiatis sute exuvias 
Sub hoc. marrnort deposuit, uf 
in spe italic resurreclionis ad 
Christi Judicis advtniutn 
/ cbdcrmireni 
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C e 

• Formerly Saigong was a very considerable city, ami 
tiic icsidence of the foujdar and other officers of the 
government; hut, having been very much impaired bv 

Qui poslquc.m b>. solo non 
, Stto percgrinatvs esset diu, 
teversus fst dotnum suer 
ctemiiath decimo die Januxrit, 

1692. 

In clearing away the ground, for the foundation of the f new 
church there was dug up a slab of black stone, with the following 
inscriptions : r 

Under this stone lyes interred 
the Body of 

William Hamilton, Surgeon, ' 

( < who departed this Life 

. * 1 gth December 

• I7I7- 

< 

His memory ought to be dear to this nation, for the credit 
he gained the English, in curing Ferrukhseer, the present King 
of Indcstan, of a malignant distemper; by which he made^ his 
ov. n name famous at the court of that great Monarch ; and, 1 
without doubt, will perpetuate his memory, as well in Great 
Britain, as other nations of Europe. 

In English thus : 

William Hamilton, Physician, in the Service of English , 
Company, who had accompanied the* English Ambassador to 
the enlightened presence, and haring made his own name famous 
in the four quarters of the Earth, by the cure of the Emperor, 
the asylum of the world, Mohammed Ferrukhseer, the victorious ; 
and with a thousand difficulties, having obtained permission 
from the Court, which is the refuge of the universe, to return 
to his country ; by the Divine decree, on the fourth of December, 
one thousand seven hundred and seventeen, died, in Calcutta, , 

* . C 

and is buried here. 
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the encroachments of the river* they removed to Hooghl-J •, 
which? soon became a flourishing city. • 

, The mild and equitable conduct of the English, in 
their ijew settlement, gained them the confidence and 
esteem of the natives ; .which, joined to the confideration 
of the privileges end immunities which the Company 
enjoyed, induced members to remove thither with their 
families ; so that in short time Calcutta, became an 
extensive and populous city* ' ‘ 

Sittaram, the Zemindar of pergunnah* Mahmooda- 
bad entertained a band of robbers, with whom he used 
to infest the roads, and Carry off the cattle from the 
neighbouring' country ; and, when persued, they took 
refuge in the jungles and lales. Abu Toorab, the 
foujdar of the Chuckla of Bhoosqah, in Sircarf Mah- 
moojlabad, was a syed,j: related to the imperial house 
of Timour, and moreover a man of ‘great abilities; but 
being above courting the favour of Jaffer Khan, die 
latter slighted him ; and his establishment was so small and 
ill paid, that he was obliged to suffer these enormities 
of Sittaram, for Want of a sufficient force to oppose him. 
Whenever received any supplies, he sent a party after 
these freebooters, who then retreated to their hiding 
places till he had tired out their pursuers, when they 
returned to tlieir former practices. At last Abu Toorab 
entertained Peer Khan, a Jemindai,§ with two hundred 


i A division, consisting of a number of villages, 
l A division, consisting of a number of porgunnahs. 

$ A descendant of Mohammed, by Ali and his daughter 
Fatima. 

§> Jemaatdar, a military commander, 
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. h° rse > whom he sent in pursuit of Sittaram and his band. 
Sittaram receiving intelligence thereof, placed a ' party 
in ambush to cut off fhe Jemindar and his men. ,^bu 
Toorab was at this time upon a hunting party, witji a few’ 
attendants and friends ; Sittaram, mistaking him for 
Peer Khan, gave Orders for him to be followed and 
attacked. 

Although . he cried out to the assassins, that he c was 
Abu Toorab,' they would not listen to him, but put him 
to death. When Sittaram came up and saw Ahu 
Toorab lying dead upon the ground, he bewailed his 
death, beat his head against the earth, and told his 
followers that Jaffer Khan would revenge the injury, by 
fleaing him and them afive, and by desolating all the 
country of Mahmo.odabad. The body of Abu Toorab 
was carried'lo Bhoosnah, and interred there. ( 

When Jaffer Khan received intelligence of die murder 
of Abu Toorab, he was greatly alarmed, being apprehen- 
sive of incurring the displeasure of Alumgeer, for the 
neglect that had been shewn to this great man. He 
appointed his own brother-in-law. Buklish Aly Khan 
foujdar of Bhoosnah, and sent him, with a considerable 
force, to apprehend Sittaram and his party. Penvamahn 
were issued to all the neighbouring Zemindars, to assist 
In seizing Sittaram, and threatening, that if he was 
allowed to make his escape through any of their 
Zemindayes, they should be expelled from their lands, 
and suffer other punishments. They accordingly hemmed 
him in on all sides, till the arrival of Buklish Aly Khan. 

•who seized Sittaram, his women, children, and ac- 
complices, and sent them in chains to Moorshcdabad. 
Jaffer . Khan condemned Sittaram t^> have his «‘->wd ^ 
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.enclosed in a raw hide, and after being impaled alive, 

* » 

to be hung on a tree, on the high road from Moorsheda- 
btyl to Jehangeernagur and Bhusnah, for an example 
to otbpr Zemindars. The wives, children and accomplices 
of . Sittaram, were condemned to suffer perpetual 
'imprisonment at Mahmoodabad. His Zemindary was 
given to Ramjewah ; and all his property confiscated 
into the khassneveesy. The proceedings were entered 
in the public records ; and Jaffer Khan also wrote a 
representation thereof to the Emperor. 

When Alunigeer died in the Dekhan, Behader Shah, 
his eldest son, ‘ mounted the throne at Dehly, when he 
assumed the title of Shah Alum,* and proved a wise and 
just prince. Contrary to the politicks pursued by his 
father, he set at liberty all the primes of the royal family 
whqjn he had confined, and made them* his Companions ; 
and, by his condescension and kindnpss. attached them 
heartly to his interest. Jaffer Khan sent him a nuzzjr 
and peishkush, and obtained a khelut,f with a con* 
firmation of his former sunnud.^ 

A zoom us Shan, who was at his time Soobnhdar of 
Bahar, left Sirbullcnd Khan, his naib. at Patna, and 
repaired himself to Dehly. 

'Sultan Ferukbsecr, a short time before the inaugura- 
tion of Slnh* Alum, had come from Jehangeernagur to 
Mootshedabad, where he took up iris residence at Loll 
Baugh, with the percussion of Ja.'Te; Khan, who 

♦ 

* Tr.o King of the world. 

A t!re:v given to a ptr*or imt'tfii «uh 

> A 


a ,v *!: hai tvf or tit; 




un>\ ,1 \i:i\ kin t jor<-pii.»n, .151,1 appointed for him .;ti 
r-tt-ddh huii'tit uutabh- so f .is mnk. * 

? feign of ii-.vn om's, Shah Alum died, ,ynt 
fo- fid'-' t Stilt.Ttj MorTr*i»fi-cn,* v-ivb dm tV^iNtnni c 


M 

i.uMH 


Khan t?;>- am! ‘.fiTutt other j of, the 

:y. after kilims; Arxctn u*. Sinn in battle. swceeddi! 


t>> die empire. jaffer Khan sent Siirn the usual presents 

*<!i ! Is**, it! itniMtmn of hh prodecesjor.', confirined.dsi: 

* » 

‘-untutd of J after Khan, who had invariably obsetM'd 
dr- uttno-t putu tu.t’ity m remitting the revenues of 
Bengal to tie* !>;u;juny Emperor, 

When sultan Ferukit*eer fir -a entertained ’thought.*. of 
dethroning Moc/eddeen, he applied to Jaffer Khan for 
supplies of money and troop.*. But he positively refused, 
(ief hiring that no fr;o Adoration should make hint depart 
fn.m his duty to’his lawful soverign. , 

I'ctukhseer dv* not press jaffer Khan arty farther, 
hut depending solely upon fortune, began his march 
from Bengal, at the head of a very inconsiderable body 
of men. with the royal artillery, which he had brought 
fiotu Jehnngef-rnngur. On his arrival at Bahar, a j tarty 
proclaimed his Emperor,* when he raised contributions-irom 
the merchants of that province. lie marched from 
thence to Bcnaris, where he wanted to borrow a crorl* ot 
rupees from Ntigger Seat, and other merchants ; to be 
repaid as soon as he should be fixed on the throne! 
and he actually obtained some lacks from them on those 
conditions. Syed Abdullah Khan, and Syed Hassan Aly 
Khan, the two brothers, who were Nazims of Oudh and 


’ Tlx' glory i.f religion ; called also Jehandar Shah, or the 
fit* M" Mif U.O Wot 1(1 
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Allahabad, being dissatisfied with* Jehandav Shah, joined 
Ferfckhseer with an army, and supplied him with the 
treasure of bodi soobahs ; and, through their powerful 
interest, raised him to the throne, i he Bengal treasure 
from Jaffer Khan, which, on account of the disputes about 
the empire, Shujaeddeen Mohammed Khan, the darogha, 
had deposited in the garden of Shehr Ara. under a guard 
of, three hundred cavalry, was also seized by thon, and • 
nabled them to ente rtain a large aimy’. ‘Sycd Massan 
My Khan, in return for his eminent services, was raised 
to the vizarut, 

Ferukhseer being greatly dissatisfied at the conduct of 
jaffer Khan, appointed to the Soobadary of Bengal, 
Rasheed Khan, the elder brother of Asrasiab Khan, conn 
monly called Mirza Ajmeery, of a r^oble and eminent family 
in Bengal, and had been in the royal service*; he carried 
with him an army in order to dispossess Jaffer Khan, who 
was so little alarmed at this invasion, that he did not 
think It necessary to raise a single recruit, 

llasheed Khan entered Bengal through the passes of 
Telliahgurry and Sankreegully. Jaffer Khan quietly waited 
his arrival at Moorshedabad.- Early in the morning, 
when Rasheed Khan was advanced within three coss of 
the city, Jaffer Khan sent off a detachment of two thousand 
horses and foot, commanded by Meer Bengally, and Syed 
Amver Jownpoory. A battle ensued, when Syed Anwer 
was slain, and Meer Bengally obliged to retreat. When 
Jaffer Khan received intelligence of this defeat, he ’sent a 
reinforcement of cavalry under the command of Moham- 
med Jan, the foujdar of Moorshedabad, and soon after 
followed him himself on an elephant, with all the troops 
, he*could collect ^together. Another battle was fought oil, 
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the plain of Kurreemabad ;* adjoining to the city. The - 
presence of Jaffer Khan giving vigour to his troops, ‘they 
made a fierce attack upon 'the enemy; and Rasheqd 
Khan, being slain by an arrow from the ■ hand of Meer 
Bengally his army as totally routed, and many taken, 
prisoners. r 

Jaffer Khan 'returned in triumph to the city; and 
Ordered that the heads of Rasheed Khan and his party, 
should be stuck' in a pyramid, on the high road to 
Dehly. 

Ferukhseer, on his way to Dehly, before he had 
come to an engagement with Jehandar Shah, heard of the 
fate of Rasheed Khan, and was ashamed at having thus 
exposed his own weakness.' 

As soon as Ferukhseer had deposed Jehandar Shah, 
and raised fumself to the throne, Jaffer Khan sent him 
the usual nuzzir, ancTpeishkush, and remitted to him the 
jaccustomary revenues of Bengal, as he had punctually 
done to all his predecessors. Ferukhseer, hereupon, 
confirmed Jaffer Khan in his soobahdary. 

Futteh Chund Seat, the nephew and gomashatah of 
bugger Seat Manick Chund, who had rendered very 
important services to Jaffer Khan, was by him recom- 
mended to the favour of the Emperor; who, in conse- 
quence, conferred upon him the title of Jugget Seat, and 
appointed him banker to the Bengal treasury. 

On the death of Syed Rezze Khan, dewan of Bengal, 
the Emperor Ferukhseer, at the intreaty of Jaffer Khan* 
appointed to that office his grand son, Mirza Assedullah, 

' c 

* It is at present convered with houses, and forms a part of 
the city of Moorshedabad. 

(. • 
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he son of Shujaeddeen Mohammed Khan, Nazim of 
Dris^a, with this appointment,- Assedullah obtained the 
title of Sirafraz Khan. 

* It is the custo,m of the Empire, that, on the death of an 
aumeer, or munsebdar, who is the immediate servant of 
the crown, all his wealth is confiscated, and becomes the 
property of the government ; in so much, that not a grain . 
of .his estafe goes to his children or family ; and even 
the corpse is unprovided with a winding sheet. Jaffer 
Iihan had no son ; but, out of his regard for his grand- 
son, had the fore-sight to purchase, from the income of 
his own jageer, in the name of Mirza Assedullah, (better 
known by his title- of Sirafraz Khan) the zemindary of 
the city of Moorshedabad, situated in the pergunnah- of 
Koolheriah of Kismut Chunahkh^lly, from Mohammed 
Aman, a talookdar of the aforesaid Kismut *and had it 
registered in the books of the kfyrlseh and of the 
canoongoes, under the description of Assednagur ; and 
/ which Became known by the appellation of Khass Talook. 
The reason for Jaffer Khan’s conduct herein, was, that in 
case of a decline of fortune, there might be left for his 
prosterity a plate of victuals, a bare competency to 
sustain the vital spirit : and that after paying the royal 
revenue, the profit might come to them, and their name 
remain, and be’presSrved in the pages of time.* , • 

He conferred the office of naib of Jehangeernagur. 
upon Mirza Lutfullah, the son-in-law of Shujah Khan ; 
and he also obtained for him the title of Moorshed 
Kuly Khan. 

* * As this passage is curious, we have been nearly literal 
in the translation, . * 
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, When Syed Abdullah Khan, the vizier, and his brother 
Pyed Hassan A ly Khan, found that Ferukhseer wanted 
to make himself independent of their authority, thfy 
put him to death, and raised to the *dirone Raffeihul 
K udder. * r 

Bengal did not experience any inconvenience from 
■ the change of Emperors, as jaffer Khan was afraid of 
no one, but ruled with absolute sway : and during his 
government, the country never suffered from any invasion. 

The Germans.* who are an European tribe, at first 
traded to Bengal, through the medium of the French, , 
who at length exerted their interest so far, in behalf of 
these new-comers, that Jaffer Khan accepted of their 
mtzztr, and granted them permission to erect a factory 
at Bankybaz^r. $.t fi/st they dwelt in straw buildings: 
but afterwards, at a great expense, erected a factory 
of brick, which they surrounded with a wall flanked 
with bastions; and cut a ditch, communicating with 
the river, of such a size, as to admit sloops of con- 
siderable burthen. They now inconsiderably boasted, 
that they would undersell 'all the other Europeans, 
which excited the jealousy and secret resentment 
of the English and Dutch, who supplied .the 
Moghul merchants with money to .engage Ahsennllah 
Khan, thefoujder of Hooghly, to make complaints against 
the Germans to Jaffer Khan, and to set forth the danger 
of suffering them to possess a place of such strength. 
Jaffer Khan, on those representations, sent a perwannt^i 
to the foujdar, commanding him to hinder them from 
proceeding any farther with the fortifications; but <hey 

The Ostend Company. 

{. . 
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pretexted to disbelieve his having such- orders, and could 
not be prevailed upon to desist. Violent disputes ensued, 
•whTch led to open hostilities on both sides. Meer 
Jaffer 'the naib foujdar, threw up an intrenchment, to 

defend himself from the* shot of the cannon ; and the 

* 

passage of the river for boats was entirely stopped. 
The French now secretly aided the Germans with 
arm’s and ammunition, whilst they openly.' pretended 
to assist in negotiating a treaty, through the mediation 
of Kh >jeh Mohammed Fazel Cashmeery, one of the 
principal merchants of Hooglhy. Rhojeh Mohammed 
Kamel, the eldest son of that merchant, who was em - 
ployed in going backwards and forwards upon the 
business, the Germans seized, by the advice of then- 
friends, the French. The other Eurc^eans, the^rmeriians, 
and the Moghuls, entreated for his release; and for feaf 
of his being put to death, the naib*foujdar suspended 
the military operations for two or three days, At length 
the merchant 'was obliged to purchase his liberty with 
a large sum of money ; and to give good assurances, that 
the treaty should speedily be concluded to the satisfaction 
of the Germans. At this juncture, the foujdar, by his 
threats, prevailed upon the French to withdraw their 
assistance ; when he.so blockaded the Germans, by land 
and water, that they were almost starved, having been 
deserted by all their native servants. The garrison 
.consisted only of an officer, and thirteen other Germans^ 
w71o served the guns themselves, and kept up such a 
constant fire, that the foujdar dared not stir out ofhiig 
intrenchment. At last the Geqnan officer had th$ 
misfortune to lose his right arm by i cannon ba!j, 
* upon which Ire embarked his men on boaid big gjjjp 
-0 * ' 
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the same night, and set sail for Europe. In the" morning, 
when the enemy took possession of the factory' they 
found nothing in it but a few guns and some stalls,, 
After .levelling the fortification with the ground/- Meer 
Jaffer returned to Hooghly. 

Shuja Khan, and Nejabut Khan, two Afghan Zemindars 
of Tunghee Seroopoor, in Sircar Mahmoodabad, after 
comihitting . several highway robberies in their own ‘dis- 
trict, and making depredatory incursions into the 
neighbouring zemindgrries, at length' had the boldness 
to seize sixty thousand rupees of the revenues of 
Mahmoodabad, on the way ta the treasury at Moor- 
shedabad. The Zemindars carried their complaints to 
} after Khan, who sent proper persons, to make enquiry 
on the sppt; and %hen he received their report, 
authenticated by the signatures of the canoo/igues 
and the officers 'of the collections, he ordered the 
foujdar of Hooghly to apprehend the offenders^ The 
foujftar, having come upon the Afghans by surprize, 
seized them without opposition, and sent them in 
•chains to Moorshedabad. jaffer Khan confiscated all 
their property, transferred their zemindaries to 

Ramjewun, and condemned them to perpetual imprison- 
ment In satisfaction for the plundered treasure, he 
levied a Mutthote * from all the neighbouring 

Zemindars. In every place where a robbery was com- 
mitted, Jafter Khan obliged the foujdar and Zemind.it 
to find out the thief, and to recoverer the stolen goqih. 

The goods, or their equivalent, were given to the person 
Who had heen robbed j and the thief was impaled, aloe, 

t 

* An assessment, 

( 
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By these means, during his 'government, travellers were 
protected on the roads ; and every man’s house was* 
Secure: 

, The,Tannahs of Kutuah and Moorshedgunge, on the 
Burdwan road, were erected by him, for the protection 
of travellers, at the time he bore the titles of Moorshed 
Kuly Khan: He aftenvards gave the command of those 

’ Tannahs to Mohammed Tan, his cheelah; who, for the 
, • * 
farther protection of the country, established another 

Tannah, called Poobthel, dependant on Kutuah. This 
man, Whenever he seized a highway robber, used to have 
his body split in two, and hung upon trees on the 
highroad: on this account he was commonly called 
Koolhreh, or the axe. He was always attended by exe- 
cutioners, with their axes ; and his n^me was the terror 
■dF the Jhieves. 

1 Since the" time' of "Shayisteh Khan% there 'had not 
Appeared' in Bengal, nor indeed in any part of Hindostan* 
an aumeer who could be compared with Jaffer Khan 
fair zeal in 'the propagation of the faith ; for wisdom in 
the establishment of laws and regulations; for muni- 
ficence' and liberality, in the encouragement and support 
given to meft of family and eminence ; for rigid and 
impartial Justice, in redressing -wrongs, and punishing 
offenders : in short, whose whole administration so much 
tended to the benefit of mankind and the glory of the 
creator. His judicial decisions were so rational and 
proper) that they were as much respected and obeyed as 

r the decrees of those monarchs, whose names are most 
renowned for equity and justice. He was such an 

% V 

* fshajisteh Jfljan *vas Alumgeer’s maternal uncle, ’ 
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obsener of his word, that he never failed in the perfor- 
mance of any engagement. He slept but little'; and 
carefully observed the stated times of prayer; and 
frequented the congregations of the. Sonnies* From' 
breakfast to noon,- he employed himself in copying the 
Koran; and in administering justice. Etery yearr he* 
sent Korans of his own writing, with \aluable offerings, to 
Mecca, Medina, and other holy places. < 

He maintained above two thousand readers, beadsmen, 
and chanters, who were constantly employed in reading - 
the Koran, and in other acts of devotion. During the 
first twelve days of the month Rebby ul Awwel, which 
include the ’ birth- and death of the holy prophet, he 
feasted people of all conditions ; and on those nights, 
the road from Majieenagur to Lall Baugh, which is 
above three miles, was illuminated with lamps, re* 
presenting verse? ■ of the Koran, mosques trees, ,and , 
other figures. Near an hundred thousand persons were 
employed on these latter occasions ; and,- on the firing 
of a gun, the whole was illuminated at once, exhibiting, 
in an instant, such a sheet of light as astonished the 
beholders. He also kept the festival of the prophet 
Khyzir,f when paper botis, decorated with lighted 
lamps, are set afloat upon the river. 

Besides feeding a multitude' of people, le also 


* The Sunnies acknowledge the succession of Abu Beke-r, 
Omar, Othman of Ali, and receive the Koran and traditidns in 
the sense they are expounded by their four great doctors, Abu 
Hanifeh, Malek, Shafeei, and Hernbel. This is the esfablisht-ti 
faith throughout. Hindostan. ( ‘ 

■j- ' Khyzir, is supposed, by some, to bd the; prophet Eitas. 
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provided food for.. the beasts of the field, and the fowls 
of the'air, ■ - 

Jde always provided . against famine, and ' severely 
prohibited all monopolies of grain.- He constantly 
made private .enquiries * concerning tpe market price- of 
grim; and, whenever he .discovered any imposition, 
the offenders suffered the. most exemplary punishments. 

K the importation of grain to the cities^ and towns 
fell short of what had been usual, he sent officers into the 
co*untry, who broke open .the hoards of individuals, and 
compelled them to .carry their grain to the public 
markets. Rice was then commonly sold at Moorsheda- 
bad ; at four maunds for a rupee; and the prices 
of the other" provisions were in proportion. He 
also' strictly, prohibited the exportation of grain ; and 
the fpujdar of Hooghly had express orcfers to see 
that no ship,, belonging to Europeans or others, 
was suffered to carry away mofe than was sufficient for 
the victualling of the crew, during their intended voj ages. 
Neither were any merchants suffered to have any stores 
of grain, 

He was so punctual In the performance a f all tokens 
of respect towards his soverign, that^ he would not sit 
down in a royal boat; and when, in the rainy season, the 
Emperor’s nowareh came . from Jehangeernagur, for an 
exhibition, he went out to meet it; and turning his face 
towards the seat of government, made his obeisance, 
presented his nuzzir, and kissed the deck of the state 
boat. Engagements between .elephants being prohibited 
from (jourt, he did not allow them within his jurisdiction ; 
but used to exhibit and be present at ,those between 
.elephants and tiger?, anci . other animals. He took nq 
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off fence to pass unnoticed, the father carried his com- 
plaint before Jaffer Khan. He commanded, thftt the 
offender should be stoned tb death, conformably to 
the ordinance of the Koran ; and notwithstanding all 
the entreaties of Ajhsenullah, who was a great favourite, 
the sentence was actually executed; f 

In his judicial proceedings he was guided by the 
decisions of ' Cazy Mohammed Sheref, who had been 
appointed to the office by Alumgeer, and was universally 
eminent for his integrity, learning and wisdom. 
During the reign of Alumgeer, and the nizamut of Jaffer 
Khan, the office of Cazy was not prostituted to sale, 
and none but men of learning and fair character were 
permitted to act in that capacity.- 

A fakeer,* having asked charity of Bindiabund. 
a talookdaff ot ChunakhOlly, he was displeased at 
his manner, and gurned him out of the house. The 
fakeer collected togather a number of bicks, with which 
he efected-a wall on Bindrabund’s road, and gave it 
the name of a mosque, and from it called the people 
to prayer. Whenever Bindrabund passed that way, he 
vociferated the ezan,$; and so sexed him, that in a rage 
he threw down some of the bricks, abused the fakeer, and 
drove him away. 

The fakeer complained to Jaffer Khan ; and Cart 
Mohammed Sheref, in an assembly of men learned in 
the law, sentenced Bindrabund to be put to death. 
Jaffer Khan was not willing to take away his life, and 


’ A mendicant, 
f An inferior zemindar 
\ The summons to prayer.. 
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asked the Cary whether there was not any way of evading 
the svict letter of the law, to save the poor Hindoo* 
The Cazy answered, " there may he so much delay, as 

to allow time for his intercessor to he put to death first ; 

• * 

but after that, he must absolutely be executed/' All the 
epdeavours of Jaffet Khan, in his behalf, were ineffectual ; 
and although Dindrnbuml was recommended to the 
Emperor’s mercy by Azcem us Shan, yet it was of no 
avail ; for the Cazy killed him with an arrow from his 
own hand. After the execution, Azcem us Shan com- 
plained to Alumgeer, that the Cazy Mohammed Shercf had 
killed Bindrabund in a fit of insanity. But the Emperor 
wrote with his own hand on the prince's letter "Cazy Sherd 
is on the side of God."* At the death of Alumgeer, 
Cazy Sheref applied for leave to reign, and all the 
entreaties of Jaffcr Khan could hot provnij upon him 
to continue in office. , 

During the nizamut of Jaffcr Khan, ail vexations 
taxes remained abolished. The Mceran f of the Cazecs J 
and of the Ehtisah,§ had not yet been introduced ; neither 
were any hereditary Cazecs dispossessed or changed, 
who were men of goods lives, and had passed the ex- 
amination of the Chief Cazy. 

Jaffer Khan being .now far advanced in years, and 
finding his health* decline very fast, gave orders for 

* The following arc the original words, in a mixture of 
Kindovee and Persian, which is corruptly called Moors: C:r/y 
Pheref, Khod.i Kee Teref. 

f A tax collected by the Cazees, and the mohtisebs. 

t, A judge. 

$ EJhtisab, is the examination of weights etc. and the officer 
is called mohtis.cb. 

, I » 
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* building his tomb, with a mosque and a Kehtareh :* 
Morad, the son of Ismael; Ferash,f was the- ptfrsbri 
employed to superintendent the work. He pitched upon a 
spot situated in the Khass Talook, on the east side of 

* J ? * . ( • 

the city. He pulled down all the neighbouring Hindoo 
temples, and used the materials for raising the new work; 
the Zemindars, and other Hindoos, would have preserved 
their temples at any price ; but no intreaties or bribes 
Could prevail': not one was left standing in Moorshedabad. 
dr at the distance of foitr days journey from it. In th£ 
remote villages, many of the Hindoos' houses were 
threatened with destruction, upon pretence of their being 
dedicated to religious uses, and they were necessitated 
to redeem them, by the payment of a sum of money. 
The servants of Hindoos of all ranks were compelled to 
work, unlessc their masters paid for their release. So 
great was the dread of. Morad, that no one dare <5 to 
complain ; his written orders were circulated throughout 
the country, and implicitly obeyed. By these means,- 
in the course of a year, the buildings were completed ; 
and gunge J annexed to the Kehtareh, to keep the' whole 
in repair. 

Jaffer Khan appointed his grandson, Sirafraz Khan, 
iis successor, and sole executor of his last testament: and, 
after delivering over to him all his treasure and effects, 
and recommending to his protection the public officers, 
and the servants of his household, quitted this perishable 
world, and entered on futurity: Sirafraz Khan, 

* A square, with shops, &c. 

f An officer who superintends the pitching of tents &c. 

| A public maricet, where duties are* collected^ 
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conUymably to the command of his grandfather, deposited 
his remains under the steps of the mosque. He then 
• confirmed all the officers in their stations, removed all 
the treasure and effects of the deceased, from the palace 
to his own house; and exercised the duties of government 
in the same manner as Jaffer Khan. He advised the 
Emperor Mohammed Shah of the death of Jaffer Khan; 
and*also wrote on the subject *to his father, Shujaeddcen 
Shammed Khan. 


THE NAIB SOQ3AHDARY OF SHUJA EDDEEM 

MOHAMMED KHAN. 

* > 
t 

The ambition of Shuja Khan waH awakened on the 
death of Jaffer Khan, his father-in-law, and generous 
patron ; and made him forget the right of Sirafraz Khan 
to the inheritance of his grandfather, as well as the 
duty of a parent. He appointed, far his naib in Orissa', 
Mohammed Tuckec Khan, another son by a concubine ; 
and, leaving him at 'the city of Cuttack, marched for 
Bengal with a considerable army ; and, in order to 
pbtain a sunnud of the soobahdary, fie wrote to Balkishen, 
Jaffer Khan’s agent with Mohammed Shah, and 1m 
had great interest at the Court of Dehly. But when 
Mqhammed Shah received intelligence of the death 
of Jaffer Khan, he conferred the soobahdarv upon 
K' hanejowran, the Meer Buckhshy,* and Ameer ut 


The’paymaster-generai, 
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O.nah;* who through the management of the %jen‘s 
of Shuja Khan, as well as from personal regard for 
iiis old friend, Shuja Khan, sent a sunnud, appointing* 
him his naib in the nizamut of Bengal. ' ' 

Shuja Khan, received the sunnud on the march, before 
his arrival at Midnapore ; and, considering the place as 
fortunate gave it the name of Mobarek Mnnzel ;f and 
gave orders for erecting a brick Kehtareh, and serai. ° 
Sirafraz Khan received intelligence of the approach ( of 
*Shuja Khan, and made preparations for marching to 
Kutuah, to oppose him. But the mother and grandmo'her 
of Sirafraz Khan, women remarkable for their prudence 
and great sagacity, and for whom he entertained great 
affection and respect, interposed. They represented to 
him, that c his fathef being an old man, could not long 
keep him out of the government, and the inheritance of 
gaffer Khan’s Esthte ; and, therefore, advised him to be 
satisfied, for the present, with the office of dewan of 
Bengal ; and not to be guilty of the horrid impiety of 
appearing in arms against his father, which would scanda- 
lize him with all the world. These arguments prevailed 
so entirely over his resentment, that he went out to meet 
hi-, father, conducted him to Moorshedabad, and after 
resigning to him the palace, retired, to his own house at 
Nektakholly; and, from that time, never failed to pay 
lv n his respects every morning. 

Sirafraz Khan followed the example of jaffer Khan. 

so far as regarded the external forms of devotion ; and 

letained many of his karees t . and others. He was 

* Prince of Princes f The fortunate stage, 

f Karee, in general signifies a reader, but is particular!) 
applied to a reader of the Koran. 
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always attended by two thousand cavalry in his own 
payj'and had, moreover, a numerous train of young 
But, from the fire of youth, and in imitation of 
his father, he was. much addicted to women, and took 
great delight in retirement. He had in his house 
fifteen thousand women, of different descriptions, amongst 
whom he dissipated his time ; and entirely neglected 
business. All that could be said in his favour was, his not 
being a drunkard^ His time was mostly spent in rambling 
about to different country-seats, in company with his women. 
By the death of Jaffer Khan, he suddenly became his 
won master ; and his father being then old, and called 
into business, was himself too much addicted to pleasure, 
to attain his son’s reformation. Through the indolence 
and mismanagement of Sirafraz Khan, many abuses were 
suffered, which were highly detrimental to the Country. He 
was greatly attached to the doctrines of t the Schiites, and 
other heretics ; and associated with those who were used 
to talk disrespectfully of the companions of the holy 
prophet.* Sometimes he visited holy men, and implored 
their blessing. He daily repeated the Dua Siefee,f but as 
he neglected to practise the regiment at. the same time 
required, he converted the blessing into a curse, as will 
be related in its proper place. 

Shuja Khan was gallant soldier, munificent, and very 
assable in his behaviour ; but even in old age, amorous, 
and addicted to pleasure. 

i 

* Abu Beker, Omar of Othman. 

+. A formulary of prayer, for the destruction of enemies ; but 
which is believed to have no effect, unless the supplicator at 
, the same time leads ft gobd life. 1 

.7 



47 


A NARRATIVE OF THE 


He commenced his government by taking compassion 
on the Zemindars, and setting them at liberty . 6 After 
accepting from them a nuzziraneh,'* and upon {heir 
agreeing to an increase upon JafFer Khan’s settlement of 
the revenues, he gave them .leave to return to their 
respective countries. The Zemindars, some of whbm 
had been years in confinement,, were glad to purchase 
their release at any price. Besides the profits arcsing 
from the jageers, with the extra-collections under the 
descriptions of Emarat.f Karkanehjaut,£ and nuzziraneh, 
there was annually paid into the royal treasury, through 
the house of Juggat Seat, a crore and fifty lacks of rupees. 

The old camp-equipage, and unserviceable cattle, that 
belonged to the late soobahdar, Shuja Khan obliged the 
Zemindars to purchase at twice their value. 

Shuja ‘xChan“ out of the estate of Jaffer Khan, sent 
to Mohammed Shah forty lacks of" rupees, besides a 
great number of elephants, and other valuable presents. 
At the end of the year, he remitted' to Dehly the 
amount of the revenues, and the accustomary peishkush ■ 
of elephants, Tanghian horses, fine cloths, and other 
manufactures. 

In reward for the eminent services of Shuja Khan. 

the Emperor Mohammed Shah conferred on him the 

1 *■ 

following titles : 

Motemen ul Mulk, Shuja tddecn , Mohammed Khan. 
Behadre, Assed Jung — or the faithju servant of the Umpire 
— the magnanimous champion of Religion — Mohamyred 


* An offcrjntr or present, 
f Building-. 

Work Shops, oflrees. 
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Khan; the Brave; the Lion of war ; — a munsef of seven 
thousand Zat,* and the like number of cavalry, with a . 

khehit, a fringed pa!kee,f and the standards of the - 

fish, and the morateb. 

• * 

Being now virtually invested with the soobahdary 
of .Bengal, he exceeded all his predecessors in the 
splendour and magnificence of his court. The palace 
•of Jaffer Khan being too confined, and ill contrived, he 
pulled it down, and built another more suitable to his 
notions of grandeur. On the anniversary of his birth, 
he was weighe*d Against gold and silver, which were 
distributed in charity. He augmented the army to 
twenty-five thousand cavalry, and Berkundaze X infantry. 
He was very bountiful to his troops and to his servants 
in general ; and thereby sincerely attached them to his 
interest. He paid great respect to men of-> learning, 
and piety; and particularly to dervishes and recluses. 
He was very charitable : and administrated justice with 
the utmost impartiality. He condemned to death Morad, 
and Nazir Ahmed, for their infamous extortions ; and 
confiscated their effects. In a word, by his general 
conduct in the commencement, of his government, he 
shewed himself deserving of his good fortune. 

In the village of Dehpareh, on the banks of the 
» • 

* The Zat, or munsebdar's own particular allowance for the 
rank of seven thousand, was 45,000 rupees per mensem — Vide 
English Translation of the Ayeen Akbery, vol, 1, page 245,- 
quarSo edition. 

f None but gr^at munsebdars are • ntitled to ride in a palkee 
with a fringed covering. 

+ Berkundaze literally signifies a throraer of lightning . — I 
here rnaans a piatch-lock mam 
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nvcr Uhagrulty,* Nazir Ahmed had. begun to build a 
mosque, in the midst of a very extensive garden.' Aftfr his 
execution Shuja Khan finished the mos.jue, and laid out 
the garden with great beauty and elegance, 'and called it 
herehbaugh.f Here he used to ( retire in the spring, with 
his women, and pass his time amidstiall the refinements 
of luxury. 

And once a year he used to give, at this place, a 
gram! entertainment to all the officers of his court. 

At last he abandoned himself to indolence aftd 
pleasure ; whilst he intrusted the entire management of 
affairs to Hajee Ahmed, the Royroyan, and Juggut Seat; 
whose characters, with some others, shall now be described. 

When Shuja Khan was naib soobahdar of Orissa, 
Royalumchund was, the mohurrir j; of his household. 
"J’his man was now promoted to the office of dewan of 

C 

the nizatnut of Bengal, and had the entire management 
of all affairs belonging to that department ; in the 
expenses of which he made considerable retrenchments, 
and was rewarded with a munsef of „a thousand Zat, 
and the tilte of Royroyan,§ and honour that had never 
before been con'erred upon any officer of .the nizamut, 
or of the dewanny of Bengal. 

Hajee Ahmed, and Mirza Mohammed Aly; were 
the sons of Mirza Mohammed clerk of Kitchen to 
the Emperor Azem Shah. Hajee, j| at the death of 
his father, succeeded to his place, and was afterwards 

* The Cossimbnzar river. f The garden of cheerfulnSss, 

I Any person who keeps accounfs._ 

§ The principal officer under the dewan. 

II He is so, called from having performed a pilgrimage to 
Mecca,' 
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tnade Superintendent of the jewel office ; — and, upon 
the dgath of Azem Shah, during the contest for the 
empire, Hajee and his brother eloped with some 
valiftible jewels, and passed through the Dekhan to 
Orissa,* where th£y entered into the service of Shuja 
Khan. By vilely prostituting their qwn women to the 
desire of Shuja Khan, they insinuated themselves into 
his confidence and friendship, and acted their parts 
with* such art and cunning, as far exceeded all that 
i% related of Keleelah, and Dumnah,* in the fable* 
When Shuja Khan obtained the naib soobahdary of 
Bengal, Mirza Aly was appointed foujdar of Rajemahl, 
with a- munsef, and the title of Alyverdy Khan* 
Mohammed Reza, the eldest son of the Hajee, was 
made Darogha of the Patchowtereh.f at Moorshedabad ; 
Aka Mohammed, his second son, w&s appointed foujdar 
of Rungpoor; and his third son, Mirza ftlohammed 
Hashem, was honoured with the title, of Hashem Aly 
Khan* The credit of Hajee and his brother increased 
daily, till at length Shuja Khan was entirely managed by 
their evil counsels. 

Peer Khan Kelanwut, who. in his youth, when he was in 
indigent circumstances at Berhanpoor, had tecommended 
himself to Shuja Khan, by the prostitution of his own 
wives, and daughters ; and from that time continued 
his service ; on the removal of Ashenullah Khan;’ was 
appointed foujdar of Hooghly, and obtained the title of 

» * The two crafty jackals, in the Anwar e soheily. Part of this 
admirable work has been translated into French, and from thence 
into English, and published under the title of “ Pilpay’s Fables.” 

1 The custom-house. 
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S ' a -P.. Khaa. By his extortions, the pon of 

tnoegmy “as much desertes, and doe duties coasdispeativ 
lessened. Ha yas continually disputing trfi h the Euro- 
peans : and. on. the most trlffing occasion.®, vrouid apply 
»c> Smijs Sian tor troops, on pretence of their being 
necessary to sssti aim in collecting the duties. *He 
eta tied a susffiraneh and a duty, from the English. 
Qutch ani -French. Once the took out of some host® * 
a number of. bales of ra~ silk, and cloths, vrhich ye re 
English property ; ani detained them near the ibrf of 
Hc-ogtily. A part- - of English soldiers came immediately 
from Calcutta, and upon their appearance, the foujdar 
took refuge in his womens" apartments. The soldier® 
mounted the vraUs of the fort : and after Insulting the 

fou; day brought ay ar their good?- He vrote to Shufa 
... . < . . . 

Jvaan a eross.' misrepresentation or tne circumstances. 

and in consequence, the supplies of grain to Cossimbarar 
and Calcutta. -vere cut c5 by the King's officers. Hie 
English were constrained to purchase a peace, by con- 
senting to pay three lacks of rupees to Shiga Kh?n ; yhicii- 
sum the chief of Calcutta actually raised by contribution® 
from the merchants* and remitted the vhole to Cossnn- 
basar, vrhere it rras paid to the narira. 

As a further regard for the services or Shiga Euan, 
and through the interest ot Kosndhivran, the na:n 
soobah dary of Baliar teas annexed to that ot Bengal, by 
the removal ot Fucfteren Dovnart- ~ 

. Shuja Khan oppointed Alyvardi Khan his raub m 
.Eahar. and sent him to Areemarad with me mo^sm-d 
and Infantry. Alwardi ■ Knm engaged ,n 
Abdul Kurreem Khan, a RohiKah, and other 
p-~ Aansah : «td they having raised a 


OS^A * 
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large army, he sent them against the Bunjareh, a band of 
robljers, who under the pretence of carrying on trade, laid 
tli£ whole country under contribution, and plundered the 
royal .revenues. -They were soon defeated, and Abdul 
Kurrecm and his troops were enriched by the spoil. 

* Alyvardy Khan then employed the Afghans in sub- 
duing the rebellious Rajahs of Belteah, and Phoolwareh j 
after which they reduced the obedience Chuckwar, with 
the Zemindars of Bhoojpoof, Rajah Scander Singh, 
Zemindar of Tikaree, and Namdar Khan Mie, who depend- 
ingupon their jungles and mountains, had long defied the 
authority of the nazims of Bahar. They all agreed to 
pay a nuzziraneh, and peishkush ; and the revenues wei'e 
also permanently settled. These conquests brought im- 
mense sums to Alyvardy Khan ; and Abdul Kurreem and 
his troops were also made rich by the plunder* 

When Alyvardy Khan had thus^got possession of 
the whole country, had made a permanent settlement of 
the revenues, and found himself at the head of a large 
army, with a full treasury, he became jealous of the 
influence of Abdul Kureerrt, and had him basely 
murdered in his own house. 

At the instigation of Hajee Ahmed, Alyvardy em- 
. ploying the interest of his old friend Ishak Khan, dewan 
of the Khalseh at Dehly, with Kummereddeen Khan, the 
vizier, and other ministers, through their means, without 
consulting his patron and benefactor Shuja Khan, ob- 
tained from the Emperor the title of Mehabut jungA' 

The two brothers now entered into a close con- 
federacy with Alumch'and and Jugget Seat, men suited 


The terror of war. 
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to their purposes ; and laid the design of making fhem- 
selves entire masters of the three soobahs. Shuja £han 
was now superannuated, and incapable of attending to 
business : and Sirafra?. Khan they despised as an ignorfnt « 
and inexperienced youth. But they were afraid'of the 
abilities of Mohammed Tuckec, who was a brave officer, 
and beloved by the army; and therefore sought every 
occasion to sow dissensions between him and Sirafraz 
Khan, in order to engage them to destroy each otfTer. 
Accordingly, when Mohammed Tuckee came to M oqr- 
shedabad to visit his father, Hajec contrived to create 
such a misunderstanding between him and his brother, 
that they drew up their troops, and would actually have - 
come to a pitched battle, bad they not been prevented 
by the interposition of their father: whose authority, 
joined to ‘that *of th‘e princesses, effected a conciliation ; 
and Mohammed Tuckee was sent back to Cuttack, nhere 
he died shortly after. 

Mecr Hubecb Shirazv was, for sometime, a pedling 
broker at Hooghly ; and, although he talked the Persian 
language fluently, was neither able to read or write. But, 
having formed an intimacy with Moorshed Ivuly Khan, 
at Moorshedabad. he accompanied him to Jehangeer- 
nagur; and there became his deputy. Meer Hubecb 
was very industrious in office, and m$de considerable 
retrenchments in the Nowareh, and other expensive 
establishments: and also acquired great sums for hi> 
master, by conducting various monopolies. He treacher- 
ously put to death Nourullah. the Zemindar of Jilalpyor, 
and confiscated his property, which was very considerable. 

He set on foot an expedition against Tipperah, under . 
the immediate? management of Aka Sadick, the Zemindar 
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of Pautpissar; a man whose character was perfectly 
confdhnablc to his own principles; 

The son of the late Rajah of Tippcrah having 

• * 

been expelled by his uncle, he joined Aka Sadick ; and 
Meer Hubeeb gave him hoj)cs of obtaining the 
zemindarry. lie conducted the troops through the 
passes, and over the fords of the rivers into Tippcrah ; 
whan the rajah, unable to make opposition, took refuge 
in the mountains; leaving Meer Hubecl) in quiet 
possession of the country. Me then took the forts of 
Clmndyghur and Jyneteh, in which he found great riches. 
From that time Tippcrah was annexed to the empire.- 
Meer Hubeeb settled the country ; placed strong garrisons 
in different parts; conferred the zemindarry upon the 
rajah’s nephew, and appointed Aka Sadick foujdar. 
Afte^ which he returned to JchangecVnagifr with, the 
treasure and plunder, and a great number of elephants. 

Moorshed Kuly Khan sent Shuja Khan an account 
of the conquest of Tippcrah, with a considerable share 
of the plunder. Shuja Khan named Tippcrah Roshcnabad, 
or the city of li^hl ; and gave to Moorshed Kuly Khan 
the additional title of Bchadrc; and to Meer Hubeeb that 
of Khan* 

On the death of Mohammed. Tuckee K han^ the naib 
soobahdary of’ Orissa was conferred upon Moorshed 
Kuly Khan; who took along with him Meer Hubeeb. 
Through the management of the latter, the revenues of 
Orissa were considerably increased at the same time 
that he made great reductions in the expenses. Muring 

* The Nazims conferred the inferior titles of Khan, or Lord 
and fyehadre, or valiant. . ’ 



Keerut Singh, Zemindar of Burdwan, became security 
for the performance of his engagements, when he was 
permitted to return to Bhirbhoom. t 

Whilst Shuja Khan, according to the custom c 
Sultans and great* Omrahs, gawe orders, during his lif 
time, for erecting a mosque and his mausolium. The 
were' accordingly built in Dehpareh, on the bank 1 of th< 
Bhagrutty, opposite to Moorshedabad, < 

Whilst Nadir Shah was at Debly, and just after' the 
‘death_of Khandowran, Shuja Khan took to his death bed. 
tie sent to Orissa Yahra Khan, and Doordaneh Begum, 
the son and wife of Moorshed Kuly Khan. He then 
appointed Sirafraz Khan his heir, upon condition that he 
would regard the Hajee, the Royroyan, and Juggut Seat, 
as the representatives of his father, and implicitly follow 
their advice in all affairs of moment. Although Sirafraz 
Khan had no cordiality towards these men, yet for 
:fear offending' his father in his last moments, he pro- 
mised to obey his commands. Shuja Khan then formally 
delivered over to" him the 1 government, and after be- 
stowing some presents upon his favourite servants, paid 
the debt of nature. Sirafraz Khan’ ordered his body 
t’o be interred in the Mausoleum at Dehpareh, ’ ’ 


THE NAIB. SOOBAHDARY OF 

SIRAFRAZ KHAN. ' * . 

Notwithstanding Sirafraz Khan's uncontested suc- 
cession, he’ Was. so apprehensive of the intrigues, of his 
enemies, that he did not venture out df the fort to attend* 
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his sfather’s funeral. In obedience to the commands 
of h^ father testament, he entrusted the government to 
the management of the Hajee, the .Royroyan,. and 
Juggut Seat. Tljeir influence increased daily, to the 

entire exclusion of all Sirafraz Khan’s old friends, and 

* 

dependants, who had naturally entertained hopes of 
preferment, and consequently were dissatisfied at finding 
themselves neglected. The princesses used their en- 
deavours to prevail upon Sirafraz Khan t6 empoly his 
old servants, upon whose attachment he might rely.; 
but the triumvirate opposed every attempt of the kind, 
and would not admit of any participation of their 
power.. 

The Hajee and Alyvardy Khan had for years formed 
the design ,of possessing themselves of the nizamut 
• of Bqngal, and they thought the present ’time* favourable 
for carrying their long concerted scheme into execution. 
.They artfully represented to the Royroyan, and Juggut 
Seat,, that Sirafraz Khan - was plotting their destruction, 
in order to make room for his old dependants. After 
.exciting their apprehensions for their own safety, it 
was agreed that Alyvardy Khan, being ordered to 
'Bengal under pretence of paying his respects to Sirafraz 
Khan, should bring with him a sufficient force to. pro- 
tect them from ’the evil attempts of their enemies. This 
was the declared intention of the brothers; but in their 
-hearts they had determined to take away the life of 
Sirafraz Khan. 

» . 

When Nadir Shah plundered Dehly, every part of 

' Hindostan was filled with the dread of being visited. by 
the merciless invaders. Sirafraz Khan, at the instigation 
of the Hajee, _ and the Royroyan, actually ordered coin 
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to be struck, and the Kllotbah * to be read in the name 
Nadir Shah: and, moreover, remitted to him tfie re- 
venues of Bengal by Mo feed I< btiti, who just before fad 
' been sent thither by. Kutrtmereddin IChan, in ofder to 
escort the treasure to Hehly. , After the departure of , 
Nadir Shah, the Ilajeer, and Alyvardy Kind did dot 
fail to avail themselves of these circumstances, to injure 
Sirafraz Khan with Mohammed Shall ; and, by their 
negotiations with Nizam ul Mulk, and other ministers 
of State, endeavoured to procure an order for his execu- 
tion as a traitor. * 

At the same time Hajce and his colleagues repre- 
sented to Sirafraz Khan, that his army was too great, 
and that by reducing it to a proper strength, he would 
gain credit with the emperor, by lessening the military 
cxpences 6f the* government. The easy and crcyfdotr-- 
Sirafraz Khan readily consented to have half his army 
disbanded; and as fast as the men were dismissed from 
his service, the Hajce secretly entertained tb'in for 
Alyvardy Khan; to whom he sent twenty-four i.'tck '• 
of rupees from himself, and his three sons; and other 
of their 1 relations and friends made them large advames 
to he repaid when they shorfld get pn^eswon of t he 
soobahdary. 

Sirafraz Khan, having received intimation of il, ■»» 
plot, from his agents at court, formed a d-.-'rn «>? 
emancipating himself, and. with that hid mid,' tl" 
following arrangements. Aty.ardy Khan a *• to # te 

recalled from Bahar, and strccetulvd by f'Kd 
Mohammed Khan, the son-in-law of Sifafms Kf.n : 


TV t-rAycr for the ra.j 
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the foujdary of Rajemahl, with the command of the 
important passes of Sankreegully, and Telliagury, upon 
the removal of Attahullah Shan, the Hajee's son-in-law, 
*was to be given to Meer Sherefeddin Bukhsee; and 
Jesswunt Roy tyAs to have superseded the Royroyan. But 
tljese intentions having* been secretly discovered by the 
Hajee and his colleagues, they Waited upon Sirafraz ' 
Khan, and with the most solemn protestations of in- 
violable duty, and attachment to his family,* set forth the 
public evils which must ensue from so precipitate a 
change of men and measures, at the season of the heavy 
collections of the revenues ; and only entreated him, for 
his own sake, and for the interest of the government, 
to delay the execution of his plan till the end of the 
year, of which the remained only three months. Sirafraz 
Khan, who* was of ah open and unsuspecting character, 
swallowed the bait, and gave up his pl£n altogether. 

In the interim, Alyvardy Khan began his march for 
Bengal, at the head of a powerful Army, under pretence 
•of paying a formal visit to the new Nazim. 

' The Hajee had directed his son-in-law, Attahullah 
Khan, the foujdar of Rajemahl, to intercept all cor- 
respondence between Bengal and Bahat, so that the 
first intelligence which Sirafraz Khan received of the 
motions of Alyvardy Khan, was that of his being 
arrived at Rajemahl. The city of MoOrshedabad was 
thrown into the , utmost consternation at the intelligence 
of this unlooked-for invasion; whilst the Hajee im- 
( pudently protested, that his brother was only coming 
to pay his dutiful , respects. Sirafraz Khan, however, 
ordered the Hajee into custody, and Mt off a con- 
Biddable detachment, under the command of Ghowss 
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‘Khan, and Meer Shercfeddin, to oppose the farther 
Progress of Alyvardy Khan. Hafeezullah Khan/conf- 
monly called Mirza Amanee, ( who had married onp of 
Sirafraz Khan s daughters ) together with Yasseeij, Khan, 
the foujdar of IVfoorshedabad,, were appointed to take 
carQ of the city and the seraglio. Sirafraz Khan 
matched shortly after, attended by the following prin- 
cipal officers : Ghezenfir Hussein Khan, and HuEsan 
Mohammed Khan, (both Sirafraz Khan’s son-in-law) 
Meer Mohammed Bauker Khan, Mirza Mohammed t 
Irej Khan, Meer Kamel, Meer Gudiey, Meer Hyder 
Shah, Meer Delur Aly, Beejy Singh, Rajah Gundrep, 
Shumsheer Khan Koreishy foujdar of Sylhet, Shuja ' 
Kuly Khan, foujdar of Hooghly, Meer Hubeeb, Mirdan 
Aly Khan, and mapy other munsebdars, besides the 
tr oops of 1 the Zemindars, forming altogether a r very 
numerous army,/ with a large train of artillery. The- 
lirst day they encamped at Behmeniah. — The second 
'march was to Dewan Serai, — The third day they came 
to Khemreh. Here, upon examining the ammunition, 
it was discovered that instead of shot for -the guns, 
they had brought bricks and clods of earth; where- 
upon, the .darogha of the artillery, Sheriar Khan, who 
was related to the Hajee, was given in charge to the 
Cheelahs ; and succeeded in office by Panchoo, the son 
of Antonio, a Portuguese physician. 

The encampment of Alyvardy Khan extended from 
Aurungabld beyond Sooty, to Cherka Bdghuttah. f 
On the fourth day after leaving Moorshedabad, in 
hour which the astrologers ‘had declared to - be 
ortunate, Sirafraz Khan marched out from < his 
emcampment to meet the enemy. /The troops rushed , 
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on the attack with such eagerness, and the artillery 
was so well served, that Alyvardy Khan’s troops gave 
^ av*iy, and the victory would have been decisive for 
Sirafnjz Khan, had he not been misled by the evil counsel 
of the Royroyan ; who, seeing that, the fortune of his 
confederates would be totally ruined should Sirafraz 
Khan pursue the advantage, represented to him that the 
trewps being exhausted with fatigue, and dying of 
thirst, it would be highly imprudent to expose them 
any longer to the heat of the day, and therefore advised 
him to desist till the next morning, when his men 
having recruited their strength, would gain and easy 
victory over the routed and disheartened enemy. In 
compliance with his evil advice, and in direct opposition 
to the inclination of his troops,, Sirafraz Khan gave 
overjehe pursuit, and encamped at Geriah Nullah. The 
enemy had retreated to Rajemahl. \ 

After this he was completely duped by a letter from 
Alyvardy Khan, couched in terms of submission, and 
solemnly protesting, that he was only coming to pay his 
dutiful respects. Sirafraz Khan was so entirely deceived 
by these professions, that he not only restored the Hajee 
to liberty, but even sent him to assure Alyvardy Khan 
of his good disposition, and desire to see him. Along 
with the Hajee, he sent Shuja Kuly Khan, and Kojeh 
Bussunt, to make observations on their conduct. 

Alyvardy Khan, who had hitherto proceeded with 
caption, from the dread that if he declared his intention 
of deposing Sirafraz Khan, he would retaliate' upon thb 
Hajee, received his brother with raptures, and considered 
his arrival as the sure omen of their future victory. 

However ip qrder 'to deceive the messengers; he, in 
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their presence spoke of his absolute inability to oppose 
the mighty forces of Sirafraz Khan; and hiving 
previously folded up a brick in a piece of cloth, which he 
pretended was the Koran) made a solemn oath thereon, ' 
that he would the next morning throw himself at the 
feet of Sirafraz Khan, and implore his protection. 
He presented each of the messengers with an offering 
of two hundred gold mohurs; and, in short, acted t his 1 
part so well) that they also were deceived ; and on their 
return, satisfied Sirafraz Khan upon the rectitude &f 
Alyvardy’s intentions, Sirafraz Khan was delighted with 
their report, He called for his bekawul, or clerk of 
the kitchen, ordered him to prepare an entertainment 
for the next day; and, with a cheerful heart, went to- 
sleep in his tent. His troops having heard that a peace 
was conclifded, paid no farther attention to their duty, 

• After the departure of Sirafraz Khan's messengers, 
Alyvardy Khan called a counsel of his principal officers, 

when he communicated to them his intention of attacking _ 

/ 

the enemy’s camp, and promised the troops a gratuity 
of two months pay, and free plunder. 

GhoWss Khan, and Meer Serefeddin Khan, who com- 
manded the advanced guard, were encamped about a 
mile beyond the nullah. 3 * Having learnt from their 
spies, that Alyvardy Khan was ‘makfng preparations 
for battle, they repaired to Sirafraz " Khan in the 
middle of the night, in hopes of prevailing upon him to 
accompany them very ungraciously; accused them of 
entertaining unjust suspicions of Alyvardy Khan, knd 
obliged them to return to their quarters immediately. 


A rivujet. 
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Many of Alyvardy Khan’s soldiers entered the camj? 
faf Sirafraz Khan at flight; Under pretence of congra- 
tulating their friends and acquaintance, on the' conclusion 
Of the place ; and* kept lurking about the soobahdar’s 
lent, till they should be called iiito action. The greatest 
paYt of Sirafraz Khan’s new servants were retained by 
the Hdjee, and liis old adherents, although they suspected 

Al)*vardy‘s sincerity, kept silence for fear of giving 

• * 

offences 

About two o’clock in the morning, Alyvardy Khari 
divided his army into two bodies ; one of wbom under 
the coniniarld of Nund ullah, jerflidar, he placed tipposite' 
to the encampment of Gllowss Khan and Sher'efeddifl 
Khan ; and the. more effectually to deceive those officers.: 
Alyvardy Kljan left with his body tjie elephant Standard, 
iri differ to make them believe that he was himself iii 
that quarter. \ 

At the head of the other body, consisting of the 
Afghans and his choicest men ( he marched himself, and 
in the dark of night was conducted towards the eriemy’s 
camp, by the hircarrahs of Ramkunt,- the Zemindar of 
Rajeshahy : and he continued within musket-shot till 
break of days In the dusk of the morrting, when objects 
could not be clearly distinguished, a cannon was dis- 
charged, artd the ball passed through the tent of 
Sirafriz Khan-. His faithful officers and attendants now 
represented to him the danger to which he was exposed, 
' aryl entreated hint to make his escape, but he U'as sd 
infatuated, that he would, not believe Alyvardy Khaii 
had any hostile intentions; but said he was only come 
according to promise, to have a friendly interview. At 
, daybreak the .enemy began a brisk cannonade, and 
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lumbers in the Nazim’s camp were killed, before the;/ 
could prepare themselves for defence* ^ 

The greater part of the army deserted to the enerpy,- 
but with those whd remained, Sirafraz Khan prepared 
to make a gallant resistance. .Aftei* performing his 
devotions, he mounted his elephant, carrying in his 
hand the Koran, and the Dua Seifee. He advanced 
with great valour* and discharged all the arrows r in 
his quiver : but after a short conflict, with great 
slaughter on both sides, Mirdan Aly Khan and Ins 
troops were routed, and fled, 'leaving Sirafraz Khan with 
only a few of his old servants, and a small party of 
Abyssinians. The day was utterly lost, when Sirafraz- 
-Khan’s elephant driver offered to convey him in 
' safety to Budy ul ^eman at Bhirbhoom, <as the animal 
could travel forty cose in twenty-four hours. Si/afraz 
Khan in a rage .gave him a slap on the face, and said, 

“ I will never show rrty back to these dogs.” 

The elephant driver, in obedience to his commands, 
penetrated in to the ranks of the enemy, amidst a shpwer 
of balls and rockets. Meer Gudiey, who was seated on 
the back part of the amaree,* was struck dead by a 
rocket. Next fell Meer Kamel — then Irej Khan, and 
other Chiefs; and Meer Deleer Aly was dreadfully 
wounddd. At last a matchlock ball struck Sirafraz Khan 
on the forehead, and he instantly expired. The 
Afghans fell to plundering the camp, and set fire to 
the tents. « 

Meer Hubeeb, Shumsheer Khan, and Rajah Gundrcp 
Sing, stood by idle spectators : and Meer Hyder 

* 

_ * A seat placed on the back of ah elephant. - 



GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL. 


95 


Shah, with Khojeh Bussent, got both into one ruth ; * 
and pulling down the curtains, fled to Moorshedabad. 

m We must now speak of Ghowss Khan, and Sherefeddin, 
who commanded the advanced guard of Sirafraz Khan. 
Deceived by the elephant standard, they in the dusk 
of’the morning, mistook Nund ullah for Alyvardy 'Khan, 
and dragging him from his elephant, put him to death ; 
after which they made great slaughter amongst the 
enemy, plundered their baggage, and then pushed on 
to their own camp to gain intelligence of Sirafraz Khan, 
But before their arrival, Sirafraz Khan had been killed, 
and Alyvardy Khan was standing upon the field of 
battle surrounded by a considerable body of men, 
whilst the rest were employed in plundering. The two 
Chiefs made j gallant attack with their small party, and 
threw^ the enemy into confusion; but GhcJwss Khan 
and his two sons were slain. Sherd/eddin, with only 
sixty horsemen, continued the action, and Alyvardy 
Khan received an arrow in his side from the hand of 
this gallant soldier; who was aiming another, when 
two of Alyvardy Khan's officers, who were old friends 
'of Sherefeddin, stepped forward, _ and assuring him 
that Sirafraz Khan was slain, convinced him of the 
inutility and rashness of persevering; he accordingly 
drew off his men, and retired towards Bhirbhoom. 

During the confusion which was occasioned by the 
intrepid attack of Ghowss- Khan, and Sherefeddin, 
Panchoo the Portuguese, Ghezenfir Khan, and Hassin 
Mohammed Khan, Sirafraz Khan’s sons-in-law, and 
many others, took the opportunity of retreating to 
Moorshedabad, 

*' A carriage drawn by bullocks. 
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Bejey Singh, a Rajpoot,* 1 who commanded the rea 
of Sirafraz Khan’s army, was encamped at IChei{ireh 
when he heard from the fugitives, the fate of the battle 
he galloped on with only a few horsemen ; and pene 
trating the ranks of the enemy, aimed a spear at Alyvanh 
Khaii ; but Dawer Aly, the darogha of the artillery, shot 
him immediately with a matchlock. — Zalim Singh, his 
son, who was only nine years old, placed himself overdhe 

* c 

corpse, with his drawn sword. Alyvardy Khan was 
highly pleased with the boy; and after commending 
his valour and -piety, ordered that his father's body 
should be burned, according to the custom of their 
religion. 

The Royroyan, being wounded in the right hand by 
ia shot, flung himself into the river, frop whence he 
was takerf out ‘half dead, and carried to his own house; 
'where, out of shjtme and contrition for his vile conduct, 
'•he 'destroyed 'himself, by-swallowing diamond dust. 

During the plundering ;of the camp, Sirafraz Khan’s 
'elephant-driver, unperceived by ’the enemy, conveyed 
the corpse to Moorshedabad, where he arrived the same 
day; and at midnight Ycasscen Khan, and Mirwa 
-Amanee, Sirafraz Khan’s son-in-law, buried the body 
in the palace at Nckteh K holly. They then made 
preparations to defend the city and began to throw up 
an intrenchment; but, being deserted by theirtroop'. 
were obliged to submit to the conqueror, who used hb 
victory with great mode ration. 


* 'The Rajpoots are a military tribe of,Hipc!ct». 
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TtfE SOOBAHDARY OF ALYVARDY KHAN, 
MEHABUT JUNG. 

flajcc Ahmed hastened to Moorshcdabad, where he 
proclaimed his brother soobnhdar, and in his name 
promised free pardon and protection to every one. 
Veasseen Khan, at his command, secured the public 
officers of Sirafraz Khan, nnd all his treasures, together 
with the haram. 

Alyvardy Khan was sensible,' that if he had marched 
bis troops into the city, immediately after the victor)’, 
it would have been impossible to have restrained them 
from plundering the treasure and effects of Sirafraz 
Khan. He therefore remained encamped at Gowbereh 
three days, and on the fourth entered the’ city ih triumph, 
held his court as Nazim, .and took possession of crores 
of rupees, that had been amassing from the time »f 
j after Khan, 

Alyvardy Khan always kept constant to' one lawful 
wife and took no delight in the company of other women, 
wherefore the Hajee and his dependants got possession 
of all Sirafraz Khan’s women, amongst whom were above 
a thousand beautiful' girls. Alyvardy Khan sent to 
JehangecrnaguPthe wives and children of Sirafraz Khan; 
and allowed them a maintenance out of the KhasS 
•Talook. Nefeeseh Khanum, the sister of Sirafraz Khan, 
had adopted her infant nephew Aka Baba;' and she, 
haVing entered into the service of Nowazish Ahmed 
Khan, the Hajee’s eldest son, to regulate the affairs 
of x his haram, was thereby the mezns'of preserving the 
lives «of her brother’s .children, who w6uld otherwise 
’ - 9 ‘ * 
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have been all sacrificed to the policy and ambition of th< 
Hajee. ( 

-When Mohammed Shah received, intelligence of th( 
death of Sirafraz Khan, and the usurpation of Alyvafd' 
Khan, he appeared much affected at the relation bu 
afterwards acted in a manner very unbecoming tjj( 
dignity and duty of an emperor; for, instead of punish 
ing the traitor, he had the meanness to participate of hi: 
plunder ; and' in return conferred upon him the nizamui 
of the three soobahs. Out of the estate of Sirafras 
Khan, Alyvardy Khan sent Mohammed "Shah forty lacks 
of rupees, together with a peishkush of fourteen lacks. 
Kummereddeen Khan, the vizier, had three lacks, and 
Nizam ul Mulk, one lack. He stipulated with govern- 
ment for the accustomary revenue of one crore and 
thirty lacks. But from the Zemindars hi collected a 
considerable nuzffiraneh ; and exacted, from them, In the 
name of the emperor, a peishkush amounting to twice 
the sum that he actually remitted to Dehly on that 
account, * 

Alyvardy Khan made also the following arrangements. 
The office of bukhshee he conferred upon Meer 
Mohammed Jaffer Khan,* who had married the Nazim’s 
sister-in-law, and was highly respected for his valour, and 
generous desposition. The office of -dewan of the nizamut, 
with the title of Royroyan, was conferred upon Chine Roy, . 
who had been a mohurrer in the jageer of Jaffer Khan, 
and \yas universally esteemed for his integrity and piety. , 
Mohammed Reza Khan, the Hajee’s eldest son, and 

* He was made nazim of Bengal, Bahar, and Orissa, upon 
the. death of Sutajeddowleh after the. battle of Plassey,- , 
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who had married a daughter of Alyvardy Khan, obtaine'd 
the thhe of Nowazish Ahmed Khan,' Shehamet Jung,f 

with the office of dewan of Bengal, and naib soobahdar 

. » 

of J ehangeernagqr, Islamabad, Tipperah, and Sylhet; 
Hashem Aly Khan, the t Hajee’s third son, who had also 
married a daughter of Alyvardy Khan obtained the title 
of Zeieneddeen.J Ahmed Khan, and the naib soobahdary 
of Bahar. And all the rest of their relations and de- 
pendants obtained munsebs, and jageers. 

1 The licentious conduct of Alyvardy Khan’s army, 
particularly of the Afghans and Behleah,§ who plundered 
wherever they came, and violated every right human 
and divine, was a disgrace to his government. 

At the commencement of the invasion, Alyvardy 
Khan had applied to Moorshed Kuly, the naib soobahdar 
of Orissa, to join him ; but, from an inveterate hatred, 
he had neglected to pay any attention to*, the requisition : 
and therefore, as soon as he heard of the death of 
Sirafraz Khan, being apprehensive for his own safety, 
he augmented his troops, and put himself in a posture 
of defence. But willing, if possible, to conciliate matters, 
he sent to Moorshedabad Mekhless Khan, son-in-law 
to the Hajee, who had been long in his service, to 
negotiate a reconciliation. The two brothers wrote an 
artful letter to Mborshed Kuiy Khan, giving him hopes of 
an accommodation, whilst they sent back Mekhless Khan, 

* The caressed of Ahmed ( or M hammed ). 

> 

1 he dignity of IVar. 

I The ornament of the religion of Ahmed. He was the 
fathers of Surajedowleh. • 

§ A barbarous race of Hindoos, who inhabit Bhoojpoor in 
Bahar. , 
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■with instructions to .endeavour to seduce his troops. 
Alyvardy Khan, shortly after, marched into Ofissa, tfi the 
head of a very large army. Upon his approach. 
Moorshed Kuly Khan conveyed his wife add fyis son 
Yahia Khan," to the fort of Barahbatty, and them marched 
from Cuttack to Balasore. " • 

He threw up -an intrenchment from the mountains of 
Neelgury to t{ie river, and there waited the arrival* of 
Alyvardy Khan unsuspicious of the treachery of Mckhlcss 
Khan, * 

Alyvardy Khan arrived at Midnapore hv rapid 
'marches; and, after engaging in his interest the Zemindars 
'of that quarter, proceeded to Jelasore, where lie en- 
camped. At Scrj ghaut, on the opposite side (6 rut if 

Sebunrekha, the Moorbunge rajah had garrisoned another 
tannah, and thrown up an entrenchment. All A^vvardy 
Khan’s attemptsdo gain him were ineffectual : but at last. 
Alyvardy Khan ordered his artillery to cannonade the 
place, when the rajah and his men deserted the post,, 
and retreated into the jungles. lie then marched 
forward, unmolested, to Rnrnchunderpoor, between 
four and five cose* from Moorshcd Kuly Khan - 


intrenchment. 

Frequent messages passed between them f° r 11 ; !f 
a month, during which .time Moorshcd Ktilv Khan ft 
stirred out of his intrenchment. Alyvardy Khan ” *• 


at last so much distressed by the want of grain, tot 
army, which consisted of near one hundred dmin 
in on,* whilst the periodical rains were near at hand, s 



* A crouh or cO'.c is ypi'.fratK- t win'.' ted at. ,,f ' 
statute miles . — Major f'or. n tit": Jfemi*, 
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he began to apprehend they would fall a prey’to famine 
and tie enemy ; and therefore was undetermined whether 
to make peace, or to go back to Bengal, and return 
^igam after the rains. But Mustafa Khan, who command- 
ed his Afghans, was decidedly against pacific measures, 
ahji advised him to Canto*n his army in Orissa during the 
rains. 

However, Alyvardy Khan, was soon relieved from his 
doubts and apprehensions, '' by the management of his 
secret agent Mekhless Khan, who, by artful contrivances, 
prevailed upon the officers of Moorshed Kuly Khan to 
leave their intrenchment, and come to action, in op- 
position to the wise plan of delay which Moorshed Kuly 
Khan had resolved upon, from the conviction that the enemy 
could not keep the field much longer, but would be 
forced to retiflrn to Bengal, without* haying effected any 
thing. 1 MekhleSS Khan, by setting forth the pusillanimity 
of remaining in active in the trenches, m the face of a 
languid and dispirited enemy, so operated upon the 
youthful and ambitious mind of Bauker Khan, llhat he 
positively refused all further 'restraint, and marched 
his men out of the intrenchment to attack the enemy. 
Thus situated, Moorshed Kuly Khan had no alternative, 
but was compelled to follow with the main body of his 
troops. After p brisk cannonade, and a disci a -ge of 
lockets on both sides, the two armies joined battle : — in the 
beginning of the engagement, that of Orissa had so much 
the advantage, that the elephant upon which was Alyvardy 
Kfrtm, and another, with his wife, were driven back a 
cose from the field of battle. At this juncture, Mekhless 
Khan, and Abed Khan, who were mounted upon ele- 
' phanj, deserted to the enemy, with other officers and 
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tjoops, as liad been .pre-concerted with Alyvardy Khan, 
Added to these defections, the following accident Com- 
pletely turned the- fortune of the day : Manickchand, the 
peishkar of the rajah of Burdwan, had professedly come' 
to the assistance of Alyvardy Khan ; but determined to 
join whichever party might prove the victor, he lifid 
maintained a secret correspondence with Moorshed Kuly 
Khan ; and when he saw that he had the advantage 
in the action, was preparing to join him : but Bauker 
Aly Khan, who commanded the van of the. Orissa army, 
suspecting: him of treachery, would nof allow him to join, 
but compelled him to unite with the enemy, and in- 
consequence, the troops of Orissa .were totally routed. 

When intelligence was brought to Alyvardy Khan, 
that the enemy were in their turn repulsed, he rallied 
his broken, forces,*' and' a second convict ensued. 
Moorshed Kuly f Khan was now worsted, and retreated 
to Balasore, where he embarked on a sloop, which he 
had provided' against accidents, and set sail for the 
Dekhan. 

Alyvardy Khan pursued Moorshed Kuly Khan to 
Balasore, and, upon his departure, sent Khyerullah Beg, 
and Fakeerullah Beg, to seize the wife and son of 
Moorshed Kuly Khan, whom he had abandoned in„the 
fort of Barahbatty. But Morad Khan, die bukhshee of 
the rajah of Pursotim, under whose care they had been 
‘ left, fled with them, by the road of Sittakole, to the 
Dekhan ; and carried with them a great part of the 
treasure of Moorshed Kuly Khan. However, flic 
officers of Alyvardy Khan arrived in time to intercept a 
a considerable quantity of money and jewels, which ^as 
on the backs of elephants, ready .to depart. • i 
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Alyvardy Khrtn marched without halting, to CutteeX. 
wheAj he possessed himself of the remainder of the 
treasure and effects of Moorshed Kuly Khan. He 
’proclajmed, by heat of drum, a general pardon for all 
who returned to their duty ; and by these assurances of 
1 entity and kindness, prevailed upon the Zemindars to 
pay him a nuzziraneh, and to conclude a settlement for 

the. revenue. He remained a month at Ctmeck ; when, 

, * 

after having settled all the affairs of the soobah, be 
^pointed for his naib Said Ahmed Khan, Iris nephew ; 
to whom he gave the title of Sowlct Jung; * and, leaving 
with him an army of three thousand cavalry, and four 
thousand infantry, under the command of Gowjer Khan, 
marched to Bengal. 

Said Ahmed Khan, who had ever been notorious for 
his mean parsimony, now, in order to Ids sen the military 
expenses, entertained at reduced allowances, some of 
Moorshed Kuly Khan's jemindars, and sent back to 
Moorshedabad, Gowjir Khan and his men. But as soon 
as they were departed, the new troops, who had only 
engaged in this service, to have an opportunity of re^ 
venging themselves> all mutinied. Said Aluned Khan 
sent Cossim Beg, the commandant of his artillery, and 
Hedayetullah, foujdar of Cutteck, to negotiate with them ; 
when they killed the former ; and the latter, after being 
dreadfully. wounded, with difficulty made his escape. At 
midnight the inhabitants of the city, headed by the jemin- 
dars, attacked the house of Said Ahmed Khan ; and after 
seizing him and his dependants, plundered everything that 
they could lay their hands upon. They then brought back 


Thifityy of War. 
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Mirza Bauker from Sittakole, and^ placed him in the 
government! He got possession of the treasure j ftade 
himself master of all Orissa ; and the report of his 
" approach spread alarms in Bengal; # * 

Alyvardy Khan marched a second time to Midnapore, 
by the way Burdwari : upon his approach Mirza Bauker 
sent his baggage and valuable effects to Sittakole ; and 
retreated, with his army, to Cutteck. * 

Alyvardy Khan proceeded from Midnapore to Jeleysif; 
and crOssihg the river at Rajghaut, marched by, 
Phoolwariah, to Balasore. 

Mirza Bauker, (perceiving that no dependence could be 
pladed upon his troops, caused a report to be spread, 
that he was preparing to march out against Alyvardy 
Khan, whilst in his own mihd he had determined to 
retreat to the De'ithan. The baggage and the prisoners 
he sent across pie river Ghenjewry, to proceed lo the 
Hekhan. At this time Alyvardy Khan was encamped 
forty cose from Cutteck, where his spies brought him 
intelligence of these proceedings, at midnight. He 
immediately sent for Meer Mohammed Jaffer, Mustafa 
Khan, and some other chiefs, - and consulted them on 
the occasion. It was agreed that Meer Jaffer should 
immediately march with a detachment, in pursuit of 
Mirza Bauker; and Alyvardy Khan follow the next 
morning) with the rest of the enemy. When Mirza 
Bauker received advice that Meer Jaffer was within five 
cose of Cutteck, he placed Said Ahmed Khan in, a 
covered ruth, along with Hajee Mohammed Airmen,' a 
servant of Moorshed Kuly Khan ; two horsemen armed 
with spears, guarded the carriage, and had orders to 
iispatch their prisoner in case the enemy should ovei- 
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take them. They travelled in this manner frorr? Cutteck, 
two c* three stages. Hajee Ameen, happening to be 
seized with a shortness of breath, changed seats with 

*Ahmed Khan, to ge.t a little air ; all the way he kept his 

• * 

dagger drawn, ready to dispatch his prisoner. At this 
ju»cture, Birless Khan, with fifteen horsemen, happened 
to enter the jungle, and their flag appearing above the 
busies, the spearmen Concluded that AlyvSrdy Khali 
was arrived ; and not having been apprized that Hajee 
Atneen had changed seats with his prisoner, they 
drove their spears at him, mistaking him for Said Ahmed 
Khan ; and thinking they had killed him, took to flight. 
Hajee Ameen lay weltering in his own blood, and cried 
out that he was murdered. Meer Mohammed ■ Jaffer 
had just routed the enemy, and' his people were calling 
out for Said Ahmed Khan, imagining that he might be 
amongst the fugitives ; but he, apprehending them to 
be the enemy, who were enquiring affer him to destroy 
him, durst not speak ; till distinguishing the voice of 
Meer Jaffer, -he lifted up the curtains of the ruth, and 
- discovered his friend. 

Meer Jaffer alighted from his horse, and they em- 
braced with mutual affection. Whilst they were con- 
gratulating each other on their happy meeting, and.asking 
a number of qi*estio«s, Hajee Ameen took the oppor-. 
tunity of slipping out of the carriage. When they had 
finished their conversation, Meer Jaffer missed his* 
horse; and, not being able to find Hajee Ameen,, they 
concluded he must have made his escape upon it* 

The Afghans came up with Bauker Khan, and 
brought him action, but he, being aided by Morad Khan, 
the bukh’shee of the rajah of Pursotim, penetrated into 
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the jungle? ; and proceeded to the Dekhan, by the road ot 
Champahghatty : the Afghans, unwilling to lose/ their 
bread, by putting an end to the war, gave up the pursuit 
When Alyvardy Khan returned to Cutteck , 'he' 
punished the rebels who had joined Mirza Bauker. 
He appointed to the office of naib soobahdar, Sheijch 
Mausoom, a considerable jemidar; and then prepared 
to return to Bengal; 

When Alyvardy Khan arrived at Balasore, he resolved 
to punish the Moorbunje rajah) for having joined Mirza 
Bauker. The rajah resided at Hirhirpoor, and was 
then celebrating his nuptials , not thinking it possible 
that Alyvardy Khan would attempt to molest him, 
surrounded by jungles and mountains. Alyvardy Khan 
advanced, with fire and sword, putting great numbers 
to death, maki/ig prisoners of women ind children, 
burning the towns and villages, and carrying off the 
cattle. The rajah, and his family, took refuge in the 
mountains. 

But whilst Alyvardy Khan . was gratifying his re- 
venge in desolating the territory of Moorbunje, his spies 
brought him intelligence that sixty thousand Mahrattahs, 
belonging to Ragoojee Bhoselah, the nephew of rajah 
Sahew, were marching from Na gpoor, under the com- 
mand of Bhaskir Pundit, to invade IJpngaj,. 

He turned back immediately; but before he got out - 
cof the wilds of Moorbunje, the Mahrattahs had entered 
the Burdwan province. He proceeded, by forced 
marches, till he arrived at Achalun Serai, within three 
coss of Burdwan. Here the Mahrattahs, who were as 
numerous as locusts, surrounded him in all sides : die 
Bengal troops,, *unaquainted with their manner of 
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skirmishing, were under continual apprehension ; and* 
lost a?l their camp equipage and baggage. 

They were at one time thrown into such disorder, 

* J 

that the Mahraltahs had seized the elephant, upon which 
the Begum,* Alyvardy Khan's wife, was mounted, and 
wore conveying her to their camp; when Mehsahcb 
Khan made a desperate attack ; and, after great slaughter 
on j both sides, recovered her from the cnemv : he, 
however, was killed in the action, and buried in the 
fiikl of battle. At length, they fought their way to 
Burdwan, amidst incredible hardships and fatigues ; the 
man having hardly slept for three days; and encountered 
such distress, from the want of provisions, that the men 
were compelled to feed upon the roots of plantain trees, 
and the cattle upon die leaves of trees ; and even of 
this hard fare there was a scarcity. Thb Malrrattahs set 
fire to all the neighbouring villages ; • and the troops, 
being afraid to go out to forage, were again near perish- 
ing by famine. In this situation, Alyvardy Khan resolved 
upon fighting his way to Kuluah ; where he expected 
to find plenty of grain. He placed his artillery on his 
flanks, and marched in this manner during the night. But 
the Mahrattahs, being mounted on marcs that could 
travel forty cose in a day, got the start of him ; and, 
before his’ arrival at Kuluah, plundered, burnt, and 
destroyed, everything they could find. The troops 
eagerly devoured the rice which they recovered from the 
flames ; and by the exertions of the Hajee, they were 
soon supplied, by boats from Moorshedabad, with bread, 
and other necessaries for themselves ; with sufficient 
fodder for the cattle. 
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Alyvardy Khan was all his time meditating revenge, 
and making preparations to strike a decisive -‘blow. 
Ti hiist the Mahrattahs were dispersed all over the 
country, collecting the revenues, free from all apprehen- 
sion of being attacked ; he suddenly marched from 
Moorshedabad, and crossed the river, opposite to ICutuSh. 
over a bridge of boats, which had been constructed 
during the, night. The Mahrattahs being entirely* off 
their guard, were slaughtered like sheep ; and Bhaskir 
Pundit, with all the troops he could collect, retreated to 
Ramgurh ; and from thence passed through the jungles 
to Orissa. Sheikh Moassoqm, the naib soobahdar of 
Orissa, having only a small force, and being deserted by 
the Zemindars, fell a victim, to the Mahrattahs, who 
became entire mastefs of that province* 

When Alyvardy Khan arrived at Burdwaq, he paid 
the arrears due, to his troops, besides a gratuity of two 
months pay; and promoted such of the officers as had 
distinguished themselves in the action at Kutuali. He 
then proceeded to Cutteck ; and, after several skirmishes, 
drqve the Mahrattahs put of Orissa. He appointed for 
his naib in Orissa, Ahdulrussqol Khan, the nephew of 
Mustafa Khan ; and leaving him in Cutteck, with five 
or six thousand cavalry' and infantiy, returned to Bengal. 

t f 

Upon the defeat of Bhaskir Pundit at Kutuah, Sees- 
r srow evacuated Hooghly, and retreated to Bishenpoor. 
The other Mahrattahs, who were dispersed over the 
country, also fled. 

, i * ‘ * 

But new troubles soon arose ; for Bhaskir, despairing 
.of le-conquering Orissa, led the Mahrattahs througl 
Bhauglepoor and Rajemahl towards Bahar, and f whe 

A lyaardy Khan -went in pursuit of thepi, • turned about# 

* . % 
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and got before him to Moorshedabad. He pursued them 
with 'such haste, that he arrived whilst they were plan 
dering the quarter of Baloochee ; when, upon hearing 
'the sound of his drums, thev abandoned their prey, and 

J • 

fled to Raingurh ; whither also Alyvardy Khan followed 
them. For three years 'the Mahrattahs annually invaded 
Bengal ; but no decisive battle was fought during the 
whole of that time. 

Alyvardy Khan, having formed an Intimacy with 
Aly Bhiey, a Mahratlah chief, who was a Mussulman) 
invited him to Moorshedabad ; and persuaded him, that 
being weary of hostilities, he was ready to purchase a- 
peace, by consenting to pay the chowth.* Aly Bhiey, 
having mediated a treaty upon these terms, with the 
Mahrattah chiefs at Dungengur, Alyvardy Khan, at their 
requisition, sent rajah Jangeeram, and Mijstafa Khan, 
to ratify the treaty on his part, by the jnt>sl solemn oaths, 
according to their respective faiths. 

At the meeting it was agreed, that the Mahrattah 
chiefs and Alyvardy Khan, should have an ihterview ; 
after which, the ambassadors took their leave, and re- 
turned to Moorshedabad. Alyvardy Khan expressing 
great satisfaction at the peace, caused it to be proclaim- 
ed everywhere, and gave orders for Khelauts, jewels, 
elephants, ana’ other presents, to be prepared, against the 
arrival of the Mahrattah chiefs. 

The place appointed for the interview, was the plaih 
of Munkereh ; where there was pitched for their-, recep- 
tion, a magnificent tent, of an immense size, in the 
lining of-which a • considerable number of armed men 
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Ragoojee for an army of Mahrattahs, who gladly 
embraced the opportunity of invading the provinces. - 

Alyvardy Khan marched to Azeetnabad, where »h£ 
•> _ < 

gained a victory over Miislafa Khan*, who retreated t6 
Ghazipoor : Alyvardy Khan theft returned to Moorsheda-. 
bad. After his departure Mustafa Khan again appeared 
before Patna; where, being killed in battle, Zeincddeer 
ordered his body tb he split ih two, and exposed upo. 
an elephant throughout the city. ' . 

At this juncture Ragoojc'e sent into Orissa an army 
of Mahrattahs, cofnmanded by his adopted son, rajah 
Janoujee, with Meer Hubceh - ,- to Collect the chowlh : in 
this army tvere many of the dependants of the late 
Mustafa Khan. When Janoujee had conquered Orissa, 
Meer Hikbeeb sent *an offer of peace to Alyvardy Khafy 
upon condition^ of his paying the chowth. N«wazish 
Ahmed Khan, Hassan Aly Khan, Juggut Seat, and th( 
Royroyan, were inclined to purchase a peace; bui 
Alyvardy Khan, rejected the proposal with indignation. 

Shumsheer Khan, and some other Palans,* of 
Derbungah, who had been connected with Mustafa Khan, 
and held a correspondence With the Mahrattahs, 
demanded their pay, in a mutinous manner, during the 
war ; when Alyvardy Khan, being suspicipus of them, paid 
them their arrears, and dismissed them. When they 
returned to Derbungah, they offered their service to 
Zeipeddcen; and, as they were known to be good troops, 
he readily engaged them, • • 

* The Patans, or Afghans, arc . Mahommedan tribes, wh' 
inhabit the nothern parts of Hindostan. The translator is / 
possession of a 'Persian manuscript, wherein they arc conjecture, 
to be the descendants of the lost Jewish tripes. • 
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Shumsheer Khan, and his officers accordingly crossed 
die Ginges, with three hundred cavalry, under pretence of 
paying their compliments to Zeineddeen Khan, upon 
being taken into his employ. They waited upon him at 
his palace of Ciielielstoon, in Patna ; r and after paying 
the.ir respects ; seated themselves on each side of hup. 
•^horly after, whilst he was engaged in similar conversa- 
tion, qne of tlje Patans, named Morad Sheer Khan, 
Seeing him off his guard, ripped up his bowels with a 
omdher,*' and he expired on the spot. The three hundred 
Patans who were waiting without, rushed in, and murdered 
all the servants of Zeineddeen, who were present. They 
treated the Hajee with the vilest indignities, put him to 
death with tortures, possessed themselves of lacks of 
treasure, violated the women of his family, and made then) 
prisoners: after which they sacked the city, paying no 
respect to age, sex, qr character. Sjhumshecr Khan 
.collected together about a thousand cgv&lry, and marched 
into Bengal. 

Alyvirdy Khan fvas encamped at Amaneegunge, en- 
gaged against the Mahrattahs, when he received intel- 
ligence of the massacre at Pptna. Being greatly afflicted 
at the murder of bis brother and nephew, be determined 
to take instant revenge upon Shumsheer Khan, and the 
pther assassins. , But his troops mutinied on account of 
pay, and could not be persuaded ■ to march, till 
Nowazish Ahmed Khan had supplied, from his Qwn’ 
funds, sufficient money to discharge their arrears ; .which 
is reported to have been eighty lacks- of rupees. 

Alyvardy Khan left Nowazish Ahmed Khan at 

A arge dagger, with a double 'edge. 



